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Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy (CRMA)
is Thailand’s first military institute of higher education,
having been operating since the late 1860s and
officially established in 1887 during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn, which was part of defending the national
independence and sovereignty from the threats of
imperialism. This academy has a major contribution and
role in maintaining national security, being the source
of the Royal Thai Army’s mainline commissioned officers,
and continuing to educate, instruct, and train cadets
to meet the Royal Thai Army’s requirements and
changes in circumstances and technology.

This compilation of Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy’s history and development aims to allow
current cadets, alumni, and the public to appreciate
this institution’s development from its beginnings to
the present, where the institution has been changed
by the political, economic, and social contexts, and
to link comprehension of changes in each era in
order of four periods of political and administrative
development of the country, namely: the period of
the absolute monarchy, the post-constitutional regime
up to the end of the Second World War, the Cold War
and the struggle against the communist insurgency,

and the post-Cold War to present.

Home of Leaders
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The Absolute
Monarchy

(1887-1932)
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This period witnessed the fulfilment of three
aims: protecting the realm from imperialism,
maintaining internal security in the kingdom, and
preserving the monarchy. King Chulalongkorn
issued diplomatic foreign policies with the West,
while modernizing the country. There were major
administrative reforms in the late 1880s with the
establishment of 12 directorates (upgraded into
ministries in 1892). The directorate that oversaw
the military affairs was the Department of War,
which later established western-style educational
institutions to train military officers. The missions
of maintaining Siam’s unity and internal securities
for preventing the external interventions, including
preserving the monarchy, required many new
professional military officers. Thus, the establishment
of Army Cadet School was the key in training
new generations of officers with knowledge
principles in sciences, mathematics, geography,
surveying, military strategies, operations, tactics,

as well as military equipment.
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In addition to training commissioned officers

within the country to meet urgent demands and
save budget, cadets were sent to foreign military
academies to receive education and help develop
their homeland, while also strengthening
relationships with the western powers to
embrace Siam into international level. Members
of the Royal Family who graduated from these
foreign institutions had major roles in the Royal
Thai Army’s educational provisions, especially
Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath, who was the

VG significant figure in the Academy’s early
development.
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In 1868, upon King Chulalongkorn’s
accession to the throne, the monarch chose a
group of 24 men from among the royal pages
to act as the Royal Bodyguard. The bodyguards
underwent European-style military training and
were bestowed uniforms as well as receiving
the king. The bodysguards were known as the
“Military Royal Pages” or the “Two Dozen
Soldiers.” Furthermore, the monarch chose 12
of his brothers and young sons of the royal
family members to
play as soldiers,
receive the king,
and drive away
crows during the king
giving alms to
monks, which led to
the nickname of the
“Scarecrow Military

Royal Pages.”
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In 1870, King Chulalongkorn established a
group of Military Royal Pages, choosing sons from
the extended Royal Family and the Royal Pages.
The chosen 72 members combined with the Two
Dozen Soldiers to form the “Royal King’s Guard
Regiment,” with the king as its regimental
commander. In the following year, the king
graciously divided the regiment into 6 companies,

becoming the “King’s Own Bodyguard Regiment.”
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In 1872, King Chulalongkorn wished for
young members of the Royal Family and
descendants of the extended Royal Family to
learn English, which would be useful for them
in the future. Their teacher was a westerner
already serving in the King’s Own Bodyguard
Regiment. Moreover, the monarch graciously
commanded the establishment of a special
school in the Regiment to teach academic and
government regulations. Luang Saraprasoet
(Noi), who was later bestowed the royal title
of Phraya Srisunthonwohan, a Thai-language
instructor. Students at the school were called
the “Royal Pages Cadets.” Subsequently,
there were cadets at the Front Regiment
called the “Front Cadets.”
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In 1887, for the same orderliness,
the Military Management Act (B.E.
2430) was passed to combine 7
army regiments and 2 navy regiments
into the Department of War, with the responsibility
of operating military in particular, governing,
controlling, and arranging national armed forces.
The monarch was the Field Marshall, or the
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, and
the Crown Prince was the general commander
in the regiments.

Subsequently, the monarch commanded
the Department of War to establish a military
academy to train commissioned officers, literate
and competent leaders. The first cohort around
50 proper volunteers was selected from the
Royal Pages Cadets, the Front Cadets, survey
students, and the Scot Soldiers (young royal
pages) whom used in “Sokan Parade Ceremony.”
The new academy was located behind the
“Saranrom Palace.” King Chulalongkorn formally
performed the opening ceremony on 5 August
1887. Initially, the academy was known as the
“Cadet School,” under the Directorate of Defense.
The academy had a four-year system, and
students were called “cadets.” Colonel Nical
Walker, a British officer, was the school’s first

regimental commander.
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In 1888, the “Cadet School” was
named the “Saranrom Military School.”
According to the Saranrom Military School
Commandments issued on 14 January 1888,
cadets had to be members of the Royal
Family, sons of government officers, or sons
of commissioned officers in the regiments,
between 14 and 24 years of age only. The
monarch graciously appointed Phraya
Siharajdechochai (Toh Bunnag) to be the
school’s commander and supervise the
cadets, making him the school’s first Thai-born
commander.

The Cadet School or the Saranrom
Military School was thus the beginning of
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy
with every 5th August being marked as its
Bestowed Foundation Day.

The Saranrom Military School’s first
building was a 2-story building, with the upper
floor being the cadets’ barracks, and the
lower floor was split into 4 classrooms for
each class of the cadets. Subsequently, this
building became the headquarters of the
Department of War for the Army and the
Royal Thai Survey Department.
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On 26 September 1892, the monarch
graciously inaugurated a new building at
Saranrom Military School and bestowed
awards to cadets for their academic excellence.
King Chulalongkorn also graciously established the
Army Training Command under the Ministry of War
with the responsibility of managing the Army’s
training and education which was not related to
command and govern cadets. Its first director was
Captain Gerolamo Emilio Gerini, an Italian who
was also an instructor at Saranrom Military School.
Subsequently, he was bestowed a rank to Colonel
and the title of Phra Sarasasana Balakhandh.

Later, the Ministry of War was downgraded
to a department, as previously, with the
responsibility of overseeing all army regiments
and a new Ministry of Defense overseeing all

military forces throughout the kingdom.

In 1897, the Army Non-commissioned Officer
School was combined with the Saranrom Military
School under a new name, the “Army Instruction
School.” The commander of Saranrom Military
School also became the commander of the

Army Instruction School.
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In 1898, the monarch graciously established
the Directorate of Command and General Staff
under the Department of War and the Army
Instruction School came under this new directorate.
Army School regulations were implemented,
separating the cadets and non-commissioned
cadets into separated companies, with platoon and
squad leader positions. Cadets still studied in the
four-year system. Non-commissioned cadets that
achieved the top four academic excellence could
become freshman cadets. The school also opened
for public to take examination to become cadets,
and changed its name to the “Army School.”

In the same year, the monarch graciously
commanded cadets to make their pledge of
allegiance in the traditional way, using consecrated

water.
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In 1899, King Chulalongkorn gave permission

for cadets to study military subjects abroad to
widen their knowledge. The first two cadets were
sent to Germany. Since then, the regulations have
been issued regarding foreign military studies.
Currently, the Royal Thai Army dispatches cadets
to a variety of foreign countries, such as the United
States of America, Germany, France, Australia,
Japan, South Korea, China, and Russia. Furthermore,
fresh graduates are given an
opportunity to undertake
further military education in Ef}
the United Kingdom and

Singapore.
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In the same year, the monarch graciously
appointed three princes to be Special
Cadets, a mark of honor for the School which
attracted many more applicants to apply for
the school.

With the increase in number of cadets,
the School was divided into two departments:
the first was the Ordinary Cadets Department,
divided into three sections, studying general
academic subjects, and the second was the
Higher Cadets Department, also divided into

three sections, studying military subjects.

In 1902, the monarch graciously
purchased 30 rai of land along the
Ratchadamnoen Nok Road to construct
a new military academy (this site is currently
the Royal Thai Army Headquarters), since the
old campus was becoming overcrowded from
an increase in interested educators. This was
the beginning of the Secondary-level Military
Academy, where the construction was begun
in 1902 and completed in 1909.

In 1903, the non-commissioned officer
school was separated from the “Army
School,” which was renamed the “Army
Cadet School.” The school was under the
Department of War, and the position of the
School Director came under the Commander
of the School.

The expansion of military affairs led to
a greatly increased demand for commissioned
officers. The Department of War decided to
resolve this problem by establishing Reserve
Service Cadets. Cadets in this curriculum used
the Army Cadet School’s campus behind the
Saranrom Palace to train in military sciences
for three to six months. Like ordinary cadets,
they were commissioned upon graduation.

However, this curriculum was discontinued in 1906.
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In 1904, the Army Cadet School Library
was established in the meeting room of the Army
Cadet School’s headquarters. Later in 1908, the
library was renamed the Primary-level Cadet
School Library.

In the same year, some cadets were
transferred to the new campus on Ratchadamnoen
Nok Road, under the name of the Army School

again.

In 1906, Colonel Prince Chakrabongse
Bhuvanath was appointed by the king to be the
Superintendent of the Army School, undertaking
the curriculum management instead of the Army
Training Command where it was dissolved. The
prince was the Academy’s first Superintendent,
while the position of Commander that had been

in use since 1887 was disbanded.

In 1907, the Department of War issued the
Army School Regulation (R.S. 126), establishing
the Army School Headquarters and authorizing
its Superintendent to oversee the two existing
army schools, namely: the Primary-level Military
School located behind the Saranrom Palace,
which taught general subjects essential for further
military studies, and the Secondary-level Military
School located on the Ratchadamnoen Nok campus

focused on military sciences.

In 1908, King Chulalongkorn bestowed the
Royal Colors to the Army Schools (each one for
the Primary and Secondary Schools), representing
the cadets’ readiness to engage in battle like
regular soldiers and placing the monarch’s trust

in them.
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On 26t December 1909, King
Chulalongkorn presided over the official
opening of the Secondary-level Military
School on Ratchadamnoen Nok Road.
Following the opening ceremony,
the Army School Headquarters and the
Superintendent of the Army School were
discontinued and combined into the Military
Training Command, under the Directorate of
Command and General Staff. This new unit
supervised the command and education of
both the primary and secondary-level military
schools. Subsequently, in 1914 the Military
Training Commmand became the Army Training

Command.
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The Medical Division was established in the
Secondary-level Military School under the name
of the Army Cadet School Medical Division, directed
by the Medical Division Commander. The Division
became the Army Training Command Medical
Division in 1921. For the Primary-level Military
School, a medical platoon was established under
the Army Cadet School’s Medical Division.

Major General Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath
commanded the construction of a pavilion for
cadets’ relaxation. The pavilion was called the
Wind Pavilion or the Circular Pavilion since it was
built on a former site of a roundabout. Following
the passing of King Chulalongkorn, his successor,
King Vajiravudh graciously constructed sculptures
of King Chulalongkorn to various military units and
important government offices. The Army Cadet
School received the standing sculpture, which was
enshrined at the Circular Pavilion so that cadets
can venerate and demonstrate their loyalty.
Subsequently, a half-body sculpture of the king

was molded from abroad and was enshrined in

place of the original standing sculpture.
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In 1910, King Vajiravudh began his reign
and commanded the dissolution of the
Department of War. The king delegated
a minister of the Ministry of Defense being

a general army commander.

In 1915, the first edition of a newspaper
“Senaseuksa” was published. The monthly
newspaper covered general subjects, military
science, and entertaining contents. The goal
was to encourage cadets to read and write
books. In 1919, the publication was combined
with the Army Science Promotion Council’s
Phae Withayasart newspaper under the name
of “Senaseuksa and Phae Withayasart”
newspaper. The newspaper was stopped
selling in December 1932. The current version
of “Senaseuksa” newspaper was published in
August 1950.
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The Secondary-level Military School Library
was opened in August 1915. It was combined
with its counterpart in the Primary-level Military
School under the name of the Army Cadet School
Library, before becoming the Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy Library.

Due to a great increase of cadets at the
Primary-level Military School in 1915 from an
expansion of classes alongside with a decline in
numbers of cadets at the Secondary-level Military
School since no new cadets had been admitted
over a two-year period, there was a campus swap
between the two schools. The Primary-level school
was moved to Ratchadamnoen Nok Road, while the
Secondary-level school was moved to the site

behind the Saranrom Palace.

In 1917, the Primary-level Military School
cadets were considered to be real cadets, who
previously were only allowed to wear cadet’s
uniforms. These cadets were called “Pre-cadets”
and divided into four classes.

At this time, the Primary-level school had
11 academic and barracks buildings, known by
their numbers. Buildings 1 to 8 were identically
two-story buildings, with the upper floor used for
barracks, and the lower floor used for classrooms.

Buildings 9 and 10 were single-story buildings. The

finszviAuRn largest and longest three-story building was used
as the Headquarters of the Army Training
Command. Building 18 was used to confine cadets
found in breach of discipline.
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In 1918, King Vajiravudh composed the

poem “Siammanusati,” which became the
Army Cadet School’s march.

In 1919, Major Prince Prajadhipok
(later King Prajadhipok) was appointed as the
Commander of the Primary-level Military
School. Later, the prince was appointed as
the school’s Special Commander, honors to
the school. The prince’s original office in the
headquarters currently houses portraits of all
Chakri Dynasty monarchs and has been
renamed “Phra Barami Pok-klao Room.”
It is a sacred place for officers and cadets.

Also in this year, a Printing Press was
established at the Secondary-level Military
School with the proceeds from supporting
“Senaseuksa” newspaper. The Press underwent
several name changes, including the Army
Science Promotion Council Printing Press, the
Senaseuksa and Phae Withayasart Printing
Press, the Army Training Command Printing
Press, the Cadet School Printing Press, and the
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy

Printing Press, respectively.
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In 1924, the Military Science Division under
the Army Training Command was established
to design and organize the military science
curriculum, while the General Academic Division
under the Army Training Command oversaw
teaching in general academic subjects at the

Secondary-level Military School.

In 1925, the Primary and Secondary-level
Military Schools were combined into one school
and moved to Ratchadamnoen Nok Road.
The new Army Cadet School was organized
into six years. The first four years studied general
academic subjects, while the last two years
studied military sciences and foreign languages
(either English or French). Later, due
to the Great Depression, the six
years were reduced to five years.

King Prajadhipok undertook the
position of the Special Commander
of the Army Cadet School, which

a) &)
._i}v ria ) was very honored to the school.
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On 26 March 1928, King Prajadhipok
bestowed officers’ sabers and rewards to army
graduating cadets. This was the first time in
Thai History that army cadets had received
their officers’ sabers from the monarch’s
own hand (previously, the monarch had only
bestowed the annual rewards). In the same
year, the duration of the curriculum was

reduced from five to four years.
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The dominant trend during this period was the
training of professional soldiers to be more specialized
in each field. The 24" June 1932 Revolution led
to changes in military management. Networks
of the People’s Party and new generation of
intellectuals had great influence by declining the royal
influence. Impacts of World War Il led to developments
in military arms and equipment. During this period,
cadets who g¢graduated from abroad returned
to westernize the Royal Thai military. Field Marshal
Phibunsongkhram, as the Minister of Defense under
Phya Phahonphonphayuhasena’s administration,
introduced French concepts, for professional purposes,
into military education by establishing the Army Technical
School to train technical military officers due to various
military missions. Women'’s rights promotion was also
addressed by admitting female cadets. Thus, educational
concepts during this period drew inspirations from a
variety of western countries. The Thai military involved
itself in the Franco-Thai War in Indochina, the Pacific War,

as well as the suppression of rebellions.

Home of Leaders (39

VAV V.V V.V VNV VNV VIV VIV V.V VN



WA, meas WudusniisuthSouaudusson o
(fseudnu DN o Tuilagdy) veensensresssunis
(naznsfinwisnig) uasguiunisinmvesinGeuueses
MNP @ Tu WiEelins e 4 TuddthBeuuneses
nwsunlalumdslunisdnenanuasuadaiinng
gngunanisunaTasarnITUIIuNYg anNans o U
Igendnluidlo wa. bewo

TdalseSeuiadanuisun Wunaelnl &
JuariumslssSeuiafiamnsunduddsiudye Junss
sensugnsfnymmsun WunfalsuSeuludviutieves
RIS Lﬁaamumammﬂﬁﬁmmimﬁwu’w%a
Sennssuitodumielunistasy Sansanwidu &
TanufiieaniulsaSeuuedesmsun IRsdadle
® NYYAIAN W.A. beas UNFHUTULINT mo UNY
d159M5ANY o WE SUTNITIMAMITUUTNg
VNTERENT LarIMINTUES (MMNTATINALG)
Tsesgunaianuisunludiedul @ wwan lawn
wamvstulvg) e mvnsEng wauvnsaesns uay
Sangneuas sesnldfismansasu wmammsennia
MBININUE LABHUT |
LAZIININTI981N 1A
Turaefilssdouuieday
WINTUN HAAUIENYNT | o
AuUng WaINIIINY
LaINKRITE1 wasule
f1599

In 1933, the first year that received students
from Matthayom 8 (Grade 12 in the present day)
from the Ministry of Education. The period of study
was also reduced from four to three years. In this
year, army cadets participated in maintaining
peace and order in the wake of the seizure of
power and counterinsurgency. The three-year
curriculum was discontinued in 1948.

The Army Technical School was
established under the Commander of the Army
Technical School, subordinate to the Army
Training Command. The school operated along
the line of the French polytechnic schools’
concepts and aimed to train engineering officers
as combat support units. The five-year curriculum
was delivered to the Army Cadet School campus.
The new school was formally opened on 1 May
1934 with the first class comprising of 30 cadets,
only 14 graduates. The graduates served in the
artillery, signal, and ordnance corps. Initially, the
Army Technical School was responsible for
training officers for the artillery, engineer, signal,
and ordnance corps. Subsequently, it also

trained officers for mechanization, aviation,

- transport, surveying, and aeronautical engineering
~ corps. Meanwhile, the Army Cadet School was
. . responsible for training officers for the Infantry,
i Cavalry, and Police.
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In 1934,

began to study police subjects to become

some Army cadets

commissioned police officers. The first cohort
had 15 cadets, which was arranged into special
sections in their second and third called the Police
Section. The first cohort graduated in 1937.

On 27 June 1936, King Ananda Mahidol
bestowed Royal Colors to the Army Cadet
School and the Army Technical School.
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In 1937, a reform of the national curriculum
led to the discontinuation of Matthayom 7 and 8.
Higher educational institutions had to establish
their own preparatory schools. Thus, the Royal
Thai Army established the Army Academy
Preparatory School with two-year curriculum
taught sciences and basic military training. It also
prepared students mentally and physically for the
Army Cadet School and the Army Technical
School. The Army Academy Preparatory School
used the same campus as the Army Cadet School.
It had been operated from 1938 to 1945, and was
discontinued in 1946 from allowing general

opening of higher education preparatory schools.

In 1939, the Army Technical School was
moved permanently to the Red Building at the
foot of Makkhawan Rangsan Bridge. The Technical
cadets no longer studied on the same campus as
the Army cadets but still accommodated in the
same area. Thus, the Technical cadets had to
march to the Red Building to study. In the

same year, the first cohort of the Army

Technical School graduated.
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In 1940, the Royal Thai Army ordered
final-year cadets at the Army Cadet School and
the Army Technical School to commission early
due to increasing tensions in Indochina Wars. The
Army Technical School still continued to use the
five-year curriculum, while the Army Cadet School

reduced its curriculum to three years.

In 1942, Field Marshal Phibunsongkhram,
the Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Army

at that time opened the Army Reserve Cadet
Course at the Army Training Command (i.e.
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy) to
alleviate the personnel shortage at the platoon
commander level. The course took 1 year and
6 months and was discontinued at the end of
1956.

During World War I, Thai men and women
had to work together to safeguard the nation.
Thus, the Ministry of Defense opened a course
for female cadets in December 1942, overseen
by the Army Training Command. The female
cadets studied with the Army Technical cadets
and the Army Reserve cadets. The cohort
comprised of 28 female cadets and was the only

one that graduated.
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In 1944, during the Pacific War, the capital

was subject to continuous aerial bombardment

causing conflagration nearby the Army Cadet
School. Thus, the Army Training Command
arranged for cadets to travel on a special train from
Samsen Station to Taphan Hin Station in Phichit
Province. The cadets traveled on foot for another
100 kilometers to Pa Daeng Village, Mueang
District in Phetchabun Province. Cadets from the
Army Cadet School and the Army Technical School,
as well as those studying in the Army Reserve
Cadet course and the Army preparatory school,
worked together to build barracks, classrooms,
headquarters, and other necessities from local
materials. Classes resumed in May 1944 and had
continued until February 1945 when the school
was moved to Ayutthaya Province. The Army
cadets studied at Wat Na Phramen, the Army
Technical cadets studied at Wat Ta Ka Rong,
and the Army pre-cadets studied at Wat
Kasattrathirat. Once the war concluded at the
end of 1945, the schools returned to their original

campuses in Phra Nakhon Province.
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In 1946, there was a major reorganization in
the Royal Thai Army. The Army Training Commmand,
originally responsibility for the Army Cadet School
and the Army Technical School, was renamed to
the Army Cadet School, which remained under
the Superintendent of the Army Cadet School,
subordinate to the Royal Thai Army. Cadets were
divided into two groups. Cadets type “A,” or five-year
cadets, studied under a five-year curriculum and
upon graduation served in specialist corps, such
as the artillery, engineer, and signal corps. Cadets
type “B,” or three-year cadets studied under a
three-year curriculum and upon graduation served
in the infantry and cavalry. The Army Technical
School was officially discontinued in 1952. When
the final class graduated, the Army Technical
School had 13 cohorts, with 623 cadets. The police
subjects were also discontinued and cadets studying
in this subject were transferred to the Police
Department. The Army Academy Preparatory

School was initially discontinued, but resumed

operating in the 1948 academic year.

In 1947, the Cadet School Museum was
established to gather Army uniforms, unit colors,

and Royal Colors.
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The Cold War and
Resistance against

Communism
(1948-1991)
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The main concern of this period was to resist
against the communist threat during Cold War. The clash
of ideologies between liberal democracies, led by the
United States and its Western European allies, and the
communist states, led by the Soviet Union and the
People’s Republic of China, began after World War II.
The prevailing Domino Theory and geopolitics ideas
expedited the United States to support Thailand as a
base of operations against the spread of communism
in Southeast Asia, especially given Thai soldiers to
involve in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. During this
period, the Army Cadet School was changed its name
to the present-day “Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy” and reformed its curriculums along the
United States Military Academy corresponding to the

situations.
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During its time at Ratchadamnoen Nok Road,
the Academy’s campuses were divided into two
parts. The area of the current Royal Thai Army
Headquarters was barracks, training areas, and
sports grounds. The academic area was opposite
the Ministry of Education. Its distinctive two-story
three continuous Red Buildings was the Academic
Division’s headquarters (currently the buildings are
a part of Government House). Usually, the cadets
marched on Ratchadamnoen Nok Road with a band
of snare drums and flutes leading a convoy from
their barracks to the Academic Division in the
morning and returned back in the afternoon.

Since the old campuses were becoming
overcrowded, with no room to expand to accom-
modate larger numbers of cadets in each year,
including the difficulties of having a divided
campuses by Padung Krung Kasem Canal, a
relocation was seriously contemplated. The Thai
Military Bank offered land in Wang Noi District in
Ayutthaya Province, while Srinakharinwirot University
offered a larger piece of land opposite the Asian
Institute of Technology. Thus, plans were made
for a relocation to Khlong Luang District, Pathum
Thani Province. However, local residents submitted
mass appeals to King Bhumibol Adulyadej against
the relocation. Therefore, the king’s idea was to

relocate the Academy to its present site near Khao

Cha-ngok, Nakhon Nayok Province.
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On 1 January 1948, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej bestowed the new name of Army
Cadet School as “Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy” to commemorate and
honor the academy’s founder, King Rama V.
The academy abbreviation was “CRMA.”

There was conception of new curricula,
regulations, and operations based on the
five-year model at the United States Military
Academy at West Point in which all corps
studied the same materials. At this time,
cadets had to complete the two-year
curriculum in military sciences and discipline
at the Army Academy Preparatory School
prior to starting at Chulachomklao Royal

Military Academy.
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In 1948, the Army Academy Preparatory School
became the Pre-Cadet Division, and was moved to
the original campus of the Army Technical School at
the foot of Makkhawan Rangsan Bridge. There was
a great number of interested applicants in the pre-cadets.
At the end of 1953, the school became the Army
Academy Preparatory School of Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy.

In 1949, the Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy Education Council was established with the
authority to issue academic regulations and provisions,
including the curriculum reforms and granting of degrees,
with the superintendent as the Council President by the
position.

The Academy also began the five-year curriculum
based on the United States Military Academy at West
Point for the class of 1949. This class is officially
designated as the Academy’s 15t class (CRMA 15Y).

The Academic Section became the Academic
Department, overseeing various sections under the
Director of the Academic Department. In 1978, the
department became the Academic Division.

The Psychology and Military Leadership Section
was established to educate and train good leaders for
the Royal Thai Army. The section was also responsible
for scoring cadets’ military profession, subordinate to
the Cadet Department. Subsequently, the section was
promoted to the Department of Psychology and
Military Leadership.
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On 7 March 1950, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej bestowed the Royal Coat of Arms
of Siam to be Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy’s emblem. The emblem is also
used as the cadets’ corps and unit insignia.
The coat of arms was King Chulalongkorn’s
Royal Seal. Below the seal was a jagged-edges
band with Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy engraved in the middle to
commend the King Rama V’s name and to

remind cadets of the King Rama V’s grace

forever.
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On 25 January 1954, the first cohort of
24 cadets that studied under the new curriculum
was commissioned as Second Lieutenant and
received their bestowed sabers from the monarch
on 3 February 1954.

The 1954 Military Qualifications Act allowed
graduates from Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy, the Naval Academy, and the Air Force
Academy to receive Bachelor of Science degree.
The Armed Forces Academic Council was authorized
to grant degrees to those that had graduated
from the Army Cadet School, the Army Technical
School, Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy,
and the Royal Thai Naval Academy prior to this act
being enforced, which had equivalent academic

curriculum and academic status.
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In 1955, many subject sections were

raised to departments, with the Director of
the Academic Department of Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy as their leader.

In 1956, the Uniforms Act specified a
dirk for cadets, 40 centimeters in length and
was used with their formal white, or green

uniformes.
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On 27 January 1958, the preparatory
schools of the Army, Navy, and Air Force
Academies were combined into the Armed
Forces Academies Preparatory School (AFAPS)
subordinate to the Royal Thai Supreme Command.
The unification was done to reduce nation’s
financial burden and encourage cooperation
among the branches of the armed forces. Thus,
27th January is annually marked as AFAPS’s
founding anniversary. The class of pre-cadets
that studied in 1958 are considered to be the
institution’s first pre-cadets (AFAPS 15Y).

In 1960, the Cadet Department became
the Cadet Regiment, until 1980, when it was
bestowed with the honor of becoming the Cadet

Regiment King’s Guard, Chulachomklao Royal

Military Academy.
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In 1962, the original half-body statue of
King Chulalongkorn in the Circular Pavilion was
enshrined in the Phra Barami Pok-klao Room
since the 50-year pavilion’s condition had
badly deteriorated. A new monument of the
King Rama V was built on the original area of
the pavilion. Subsequently, on 25 November
1967, King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen
Sirikit poured gold into the mold for a new
larger half-body statue which contained the

original sculpture within.

On 28 October 1965, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej granted His Royal Highness Prince
Maha Vajiralongkorn, 13 years of age at that
time, to bestow Cadets’ Dirk to the First Year
Cadets. His Royal Highness also became a
Special Cadet at Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy, with the ID number 7585.
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In 1967, the Royal Thai Army enacted
a Special Cadets’ Curriculum designed to rapidly
train officers, particularly at the platoon level, to
replace battlefield losses in Laos and Vietnam
Wars. Candidates had to graduate with at least a
diploma and be no more than 26 years of age.
The period of study was 1 year and 3 months.
There were 8 graduated classes, totally 942
officers.

The 1949 curriculum was adjusted for the
first time to increase its leniency and solve
personnel issues. Cadets were divided into two
groups. Those who completed the first three
years of studies could commission as officers
without a degree, while those who continued for
another two years would receive a commission
and a Bachelor of Science. This curriculum had

remained until 1975.
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In 1973, the Electrical Engineering

Department began teaching the Binary Number
System, which is the foundation of computing.
Later in 1981, the department acquired
budget to procure mini-computers with
a memory of 192 KB for use in teaching and

practical demonstrations.

In 1975, the Academic Credit System
was used in accordance with international
tertiary education standards. Grades were
rather used than percentages in academic
measurement. The 27th CRMA cadets was the
first to use this system.

In the same year, there was an
establishment of Cadet Clubs to encourage
cadets to express themselves in various
areas, beginning with judo, Muay Boran,
and Muay Thai. Subsequently, other
clubs were approved establishment,
including the Law and Social Sciences
Club, in which Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn later bestowed
a new name the Social Development
Club.
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In 1979, the curriculum was widened to

cover sciences and liberal arts for benefiting to
the Royal Thai Army. Cadets in the first three years
studied the same elementary subjects before the

curriculum was adjusted again in 1984.

In 1980, King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s idea was
to relocate the Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy to the area of Khao Cha-ngok in Mueang
District, Nakhon Nayok Province. The new campus
was built on land owned by the Royal Thai Army
encompassing an area of 21,013 rai with proper
environment and terrain.

In the same year, the Ministry of Defense
Order No. 952/23 dated 24 December 1980
appointed Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn as a Captain and Instructor
in the Academic Division. The Princess reported
for duty on 26 December 1980 and began
teaching anthropology, social science, and history,
also being a consultant of the Social Development
Club and the Thai Classical Music Club.
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On 5 August 1981, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and Major Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn laid the
foundation stone ceremony for the

Academy’s new campus in Nakhon Nayok
Province. Symbols of the old campus at
Ratchadamnoen Nok Road were replicated at
the new one, including the red and yellow
fences, the Circular Pavilion, and a replica of

the Makkhawan Rangsan Bridge.

In 1983, the curriculum was reorganized
from five years to four years (Years 2, 3, 4, and
5). The first-year cadets in all branches studied
together at the Armed Forces Academies
Preparatory School, and changed its name to
“Ruam Laou” School. Before the first cohort
graduated, the school changed its name back
to “Armed Forces Academies Preparatory
School.”
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In 1985, the Royal Thai Army approved
the establishment of the Infantry Battalion of
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy to
readily facilitate the Academy’s relocation to its

new campus.

On 30 July 1986, Colonel Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn led the officers
and cadets on their march to the new campus in
Nakhon Nayok Province.

On 5 August 1986, the Academy
celebrated its 99th Anniversary. King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and Colonel Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn officially
inaugurated Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy’s new campus in Nakhon Nayok. In His
Majesty’s speech, the monarch emphasized
teaching and training of cadets in all aspects which
would encourage cadets of fully knowledee and
practices since officers must possess a wide
breadth of knowledge and competence to create
stability in all aspects. During this visit, the monarch
received the cadets’ parade, signed the visitor’s
book and the foundation stone, and planted a

paduak tree.
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As a reminder of the original Circular
Pavilion, Major General Niyom Sansanakhom,
Superintendent of the Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy at that time, ordered the
construction of a new pavilion as the original
design. The original sculpture enshrined in the
old pavilion was also brought to the new
campus in Nakhon Nayok Province. However,
the original sculpture had been damaged
during its containment in the large metal sculpture.
It was decided to temporarily enshrine this statue
in the new Phra Barami Pok-klao Room on the
third floor of the Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy Headquarters. After an extensive
restoration by the Fine Arts Department, the
half-body statue was enshrined in the new
Circular Pavilion.

When construction was beginning in
November 1986, Colonel Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn came to observe

and rendered advice.
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In 1987, the Medical Department of
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy became
the Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy
Hospital, providing medical services to cadets,

officers, and the public.

On 5 August 1987, Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy marked its Centenary.
King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Colonel Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn inaugurated the Circular Pavilion
and poured gold into a mold of the monumental
statue of King Chulalongkorn, to stand at the
front of Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy
Headquarters.

Colonel Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn laid the foundation stone for the
Centenary Building and inaugurated it on
5 August 1990. In the building displays glorious
biography of distinguished alumni of their goodness
and sacrifices for the throne and country, as well
as the contributions of the past monarchs and

the Royal Family Members to the Academy.
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On 25 December 1987, Colonel
Professor Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn was appointed as the Head
of the History Department, Academic
Division, Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy. Her Royal Highness laid the
foundation for the department, including
building, the curriculum, as well as the

development of instructors.
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