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Placeholder name, a term or terms
referring to something or somebody whose
name is not known or, in that particular
context, is not significant or relevant

Placeholder(s): something used or
included temporarily or as a substitute for
something that is not known or must remain
generic; that which holds, denotes, or reserves
a place for something to come later.

A place holder is a word (such as
whatchamacallif) used by speakers to signal
that they don’t know or can’t remember a more
precise word for something. Also known as
kadigan, tongue-tipper, and dummy noun

fnavaglidrangaiiae Placeholder A
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Placeholders
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flananseaaunimAans M unilareuld
Placeholders agaaiAiag TufAe What
have you uaz What not \ileduduruenansdi
azidladneransduaneserlsluuiuniu |
What have you flanansedfisnasunannudn
whatever, anything, all else, or others @qu
What not fiazvunef et cetera (etc.) or and
S0 on

faaeine Placeholders 7114 lunnmnilsail
“You need something to sell. Now this could
be anything. It could be a thingamajig or a
whosi-whatsi or (pulls out a whatchamacallit
candy bar from his pocket)

(Steve Carell as Michale Scott in
“Business Office,” The Office)

“Work, the what’s —its-name of
thingummy and the thing-um-a bob of the
what’d you-call-it.”

(P.G. Wadehouse, P Smith, Journalist,
1915)
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Placeholders mmﬁmqﬁﬂﬁgmmuumn
wane (Variants) usA1SinANAwmNe < fiu
i thing, thingo, thingy, thingummy,
thingamabob, thingamajig, thingummyjig,
A1RAAaNAa...used to refer to or address
a person or thing whose name one has
forgotten, does not know, does not need to
mention, ex. ‘One of those thingamajigs for
keeping all the fireplace tools has together’

A 1 g1 doohickey 1A AP
ARNE ] ffuAa...a small object or gadget,
especially one whose name the speaker does
not know or cannot recall, ex. ‘a garage
filled with electronic parts and other valuable
doohickeys’
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weli3inazBanaesunsednedneylatadontes
ﬁuﬂﬂﬂgminﬁﬁﬂm’w Tip-of-the-tongue
Phenomenon (TOT) %uﬂmquﬂmﬁmm@%
A U NINATE Lwi'm@%l,ﬂumn%w,ﬁ@mﬂ
HNTY %@mmﬂmmgmadmmnz%ﬁmumm

o =

mﬂqismd’] “It's on the tip of my tongue.” Liia

¥ =

gwﬂmmﬁ']ﬁ%mim@ﬂ ANRNTAAYNNTRY TOT
\unmgsnnude.. TOT is the phenomenon
of failing to retrieve a word from memory,
combined with partial recall and the feeling
that retrieval is imminent. TOT reveals that
lexical access occurs in stages.
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