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ISNeaanény@yly Big Apple

“You can’t understand a city without using its public transportation system.”
- Erol Ozan

$oglon sTuNns Suulae

Big Apple Hudeiauresumuns New York City (NYO)
SufinsausniSuind NvC lailéfanenin Big Apple uiymisnd
Tidedlosiindinnnudsdendinguuilud e, 167391 New
Orange LlaLdunisamewsziesiuanszidn William 7 3
Wias199d Orange atslsfiniu Tullidaunidiosifindulues
Tnasesasdngquuazndululife New York fafu a1en
Big Apple Budufiunsnansogaunludimenssuii 1970
devszsdiinaumslssyunazinveuiisaiiseinde
Charles Gillett ladauaugnsziuasughalagldidundn
wazidoingUuotiii adunsgnivalguaulvuniies NYC
wdaniu e Big Apple Faduisdndumuazaiegia
Uaguiul

WMUAT NYC Usznause 5 wanan 9 laun p
e Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx iag '
Staten Island t1aqtu NYC \usmuasiis
Usggnanit 8 duau sauluiseuiiiu 4
N wazlinvieafieddniuay
vaneuauau Vilvmuesussiliduidos
Muneigadudusduiu o vedan?

Tuteseningd w.a. 2560 - 2563
didsulafilontaludnuisasedy
USayynfiumninends New Haven
1a3g Connecticut Useineamigaidsn
fainazlildinendueglu NYC usiflad
Tenaluviouilsavuiiieseyvesads
Hdeuliduiaiaussoniaveasles ingias
TUshegauanimnyalan Wesauuesiudi
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1 https://www.history.com/news/why-is-new-york-city-nicknamed-the-big-apple

2 https://wowtravel.me/busiest-city/
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Captain Thanin Chuenmalai

Big Apple is a nickname for New York City (NYC),
a well-known megacity located in the east side of the
United States of America. In the past, after the Dutch
captured New York from the English, the city was renamed
to New Orange to honor William IIl of Orange. However,
the name was changed back to New York after the English
recaptured the city. In 1970, Charles Gillett, who was a
jazz enthusiast and knew that the Big Apple had once
been a sobriquet bestowing respect on the city, created
the ad campaign to promote city tourism with the big red
apple sign on souvenir pins and t-shirts. The campaign
attracted more tourists, and the name “Big Apple” has
been established since then.
There are five boroughs in NYC including Man-
hattan, Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx, and Staten
. , Island. The city is home to over 8 million
people with hundreds of thousands of
B commuter workers and tourists going
in and out of the city each day. This
makes NYC one of the most bustling
cities in the world.

During 2017 - 2020, | had a
chance to pursue a master’s degree
at New Haven University, Connecticut.
Even though | did not reside in NYC,
| have visited the city several times.

| can feel the heat from the bustling
streets full of hasty businesspersons

in rush hours, the joy from the smiles of

Strolling in the Big Apple
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AYAINAUNY ﬁjﬂuﬁmﬁaagﬂ,u
9UUBNVDY New York (NY)
way wmﬂaaaﬁqmwm

Jersey (NJ) A@ansaLaunIg
mglagsaln usaisadnuynn
Waiaumsielatu NYC lawuiieniu

Tuiles NYC faflszuudnsenulivn lusnsleeensud
?jqﬁ’adﬁﬁﬂummmLaumq”lé'axmﬂmﬂéﬁyu Aeulaiilona
TFanserugndvioadisalugiu Midtown wag Downtown
lﬂmzlfmd’]agﬂﬁ’uamuﬁ@m 9 UUAINIEUlENI TN TY
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! the tourist taking photos
B BEE iii with flashy buildings. But
HEE one thing I like the most is
their transit system which
can take me to anywhere
| ' wish in the city. Not only
for me, but all the citi-
zens, healthy or not, can
travel conveniently with
the city transit. Moreover,
daily commuters and vis-
itors from New York (NY)
A E suburbs and New Jersey

5 (NJ) also benefit from the
variety of transport services. They may take either com-
muter train, subway, bus, or ferry to NYC.

Inthe Big Apple, rental bicycles operated by the private
firms are also available throughout the city. This last mile
service helps connect people to their desired destination.
From my experience, renting a bike is more convenient
when it comes to sightseeing within Manhattan. One
reason is that you don’t need to wait at the station. Also,

the bike friendly street signs and road markings in the city

promote safety for bicycling. Dedicated bike lanes and

3 CitiBike wazdudnseuiesiu
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protected bike lanes greatly reduce the risk of cyclists
getting hit by a car. The safety equipment raises awareness
among drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. As a result the
chance of accident can be minimized.

I was impressed that this hectic city can effectively
handle such a complex transit system. | had a chance
to meet with my colleague, Captain Smith who, at that
time, was working with the New York City Department
of Transportation (NYCDOT). He was an important team
member in the Vision Zero Projects employed by the
city to promote road safety. The project aims to help
pedestrians and cyclists travel to their destination more
safely and encourage the citizens to use more alternative
transport other than automobiles.

One of captain Smit’s works was to design
road markings and bike network which connects
Queens and Brooklyn through Kosciuszko Bridge. The
project included intersection redesign, bike lane arrange-
ment on the street and in the park area connecting with
the bridge. This dedicated bike lane network currently
facilitates cyclists between two boroughs, and also
reduces the accident rate relevant to bicyclists and
pedestrians in Queens by more than 37%. This increase
of road safety improves the transit environment and can
attract more people to utilize alternative transport modes.

While Smith is working with NYCDOT, he told me
that NYCDOT incorporated high-definition aerial image,
interactive street view images with physical street dimen-
sions to transform physical road data into digital format
which can be modified or recorded by CAD software.
After creating street model in CAD, Swept Path Analysis
is conducted to ensure that the vehicle within the city
limit can make a turn at the intersection. As a result of

Sewion alivdins AUseus e1vnsdneivnimnssulest dunisfnw lseSeuweSenszgadeuinm

2 Transportation Planning & Management Division, New York City Department of Transportation

® https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/kosciuszko-bridge-apr2019.pdf
7
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street digitalization, NYCDOT can significantly save field
surveying cost. Moreover, engineers’ workflow becomes

much faster and more accurate.

Smith also explained that managing and improving
such a complex transit system like NYC transit, not only
require extensive managing performance, but techno-
logical support is also necessary. Furthermore, smart
cities and sustainability erowth become crucial strategies,
due to the rapid growth of the city. At present, NYCDOT
has implemented such strategies including establishing
NYC311 program so the citizens can file road condition
report directly to NYCDOT. The program allows NYCDOT
agents to respond much quicker and their prioritization can
be performed more efficiently. But above all, collecting
and sharing transit system usage information between
NYCDOT, Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), and
private sector are extremely important. The availability
of extensive data can result in more effective resource

allocation for the transit system.

Lastly, Smith said “if people see that taking transit is
safer, more affordable, and more convenient than driving
on automobile, they are
more likely to the shift their
preference to the transit.
Road accidents and problems
caused by congestion can be
alleviated. A larger number
of people taking transit
will result in more income
generated which can be
i allocated for transit and city
improvements. All in all this
transformation can lead to

more sustainable growth for the city.
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In my experience, driving a car into the city becomes a
hassle, so walking and taking transit become more favorable
way to get in, out, and around NYC. That’s because, if
taking transit, the traveler does not have to search for a
scarce and pricey parking spot, and also does not have
to pay at least $7 toll when entering Manhattan. And
yes, | did not mention heavy traffic in the city erid lock in
which the driver may be stuck and waste valuable time
and fuel and emit more harmful fumes that lead to air
pollution. Public transport in NYC is easy to use. Service
route information is accessible on both printed signs and
materials, and smartphone applications. Also, payment can
be made in several ways, including contactless credit card,
wallet application, or MTA card. Surprisingly, the latter one
covers buses, subway lines, PATH train connecting with NJ
for a fixed price throughout the system. Walking is also
safer for all pedestrians with widened sidewalks, high-vis
crosswalks, well-designed ramps for wheelchairs, and as
mentioned before, dedicated bicycle lane networks.

To summarize, after | have traveled in the Big Apple,
| believe that we can learn a lot from NYC transportation
improvement. Strategies including promoting alternative
transport utilization and its environment, expanding access
to transit service, adopting new technology in data collection
tasks, etc., can alleviate congestion problems we are facing
nowadays. Even in other small cities can benefit from
these strategies, too. Once more people divert their travel
preference to the more sustainable mode, not only it will
help mitigate congestion problems, but also improve citi-
zens health from switching to the more active commute.

Lastly, | hope my beloved readers enjoy my story and
may get some new horizons of such an interesting city in
another corner of the globe. Smith and | are looking forward
to a chance to share our transit stories from abroad with you
again. Like | mentioned in the opening quote, “You can’t
understand a city without using its public transportation
system”. So don’t forget to try taking transit once when
you, my beloved readers, found the city you want to deeply
explorel
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If you have been, or are currently, in the Thai military,
you might have heard the motto: “Country, Honor, Discipline,
Courage.”* | used to hear this line very often back when |
was a pre-cadet at AFAPS,2 but what intrigues me is that no
matter how long this motto has been embedded within our
military and passed on from one generation to the next, there
has been little explanation of each term as if we have to pop
it off just because it is a “culture” thing. What makes it worse
is the current anti-military trend which has centered itself on
questioning “honor” in the military profession (as Thais are
familiar with the saying: “Being in the military is an honorable
act”), and the online phenomenon of people asking: “Why
do we need soldiers?” In recent years, | have been granted
opportunities to teach cadets at the Chulachomklao Royal
Military Academy (CRMA) and have witnessed cadets’ anxiety,
asking themselves if they are on the right path or not. Some
have become less confident and sought better clarification
for their future profession as military personnel.

Therefore, this article will clarify the meaning of
honor and cadets in the 215t century. It will not only
give the readers a better understanding of what it means
to be a “professional cadet,” but it will also redefine the term
honor to make it more contemporary and more suitable to be
ingrained in organizations these days. To complete this writing,
| have interviewed several CRMA c:adets,3 whom we regard
as key pieces in keeping the Royal Thai Army function, to find
out the perspectives of the soon-to-be leaders and develop
guidelines for new-generation leaders to further develop their
organizations and so forth.

General Definitions

The meaning of honor is never limited to definitions from
a dictionary, but organizations give it various meanings and
levels of importance, depending on the environment.

Personally, | keep the term honor with a phrase | used
to memorize when | was a freshman at the Citadel. It comes
from a speech by General Mark W. Clark, one of the former
Superintendents of the Citadel, which goes: “Honor is the
capacity to control the instinctive selfishness that lurks in all
of us. It is the tough casehardened ability to put morality
ahead of expediency, duty ahead of deviousness — and to
do it instinctively and every time. Honor also means pride in
excellence - of every kind; especially excellence of perfor-
mance.”%

Lo iiesd 3o n&Mgy” is a common motto in the Thai army to remind each military
personnel what a good soldier should remind him/herself in any manners.

Armed Forces Academies Preparatory School (AFAPS): a high-school level military institu-
tion that every cadet from each branch must go through as a pre-cadet before continuing to their
respective branch academies.

Interview with 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th year cadets, 2 cadets each year, 8 in total.

The Guidon 2022-2023 (Charleston, SC: The Citadel, 2022), https://web.citadel.edu/root/
images/commandant/ garrott/guidon/guidon.pdf, 110.

19/7/2566 BE 20:20




wawen Mark W. Clark?
should be honored to work or live there.
A Portrait of General Mark W. Clarks

HUFINB9I1IN5THAETAADNITENTEAUAULDUNTD
AudeIMIAUIBTess TR ALYWS Inemsmssmuiledus
TneBandnnissuuiauy viedeliifiunmdatu Adens
viludaignaesuilsiflasueaiiu nszdAiifesalidndy
powinemin

Luamausmmmmmﬂ 7 91nla Auseuffizdelai
wndu worhsBuitols afumsfifesilasiugiuua
fonsBaiulundnnisessfinusssy uaznnsliaduensm
fapusou q M 0eAns wazdeeniiisney d3udumenad
vnesansludsnuiindingsuideu e visonueiifiadnde
LwamLmaummmaqL,Uuml,mwaaaqﬂmmﬂm WAZLIIAIT
Sinuieshfidudumilwesosdnsusiedy

hasiluarBuniing

MNSIRIITUUAYIALUDNTNINNT L5198 NUIIVINNS
TaevhluiinsugnilaBesnsiifesiegilan uiiusazendn
figasnaziifpsilumsUsznovindnvowu usdmivedn
ymszgnitugiieandnnisvenisshsred sasiane
Sefufesivesanudunmnsdedoslsfiduendnualog

newmunamsg laRau “fesi” 910u “msuansesn
nsnsgiuaznsAiudinlaedandnvesnisiansn uiind
Anuassnang nssuldlaglimving AusssN wasANNEMY
Tuyndsiinavii’3  wansdn mstiAesaluddifnnnuyes
newinunansgs Wldsineguanisiivanniaduvesdaies
wigaIufenIsnsentnfsdenulagsouiInN1snIEyinueas
dawaegnls warnsBasulundnnisveasiuneliianed

soAusaut1eeg1tlstne lildiieuannugiilafiaula

Tdirdesuuy 1#ldons uidmanefenisanuduifanls
oy endnmmsistendunuuethsvesnisiitnansisae
Wladanusng

uananiinesimunansgs Safl “manuruvesdidiu
57%N15MM3” (Oath of the Enlistment) Uag “AanuI1uved
WeNMIdeay1Uns” (Oath of the Commissioned Officers)
firndmarosufanamnueroudsusems fedesauy
flamudfgusenisudafie “ddrzdaasuuazuntos
%“gﬁiimézgl,l,mm%’gaLm'%mmﬂﬁa@ﬂmmﬁqmﬂuaﬂLLasmtﬂu

2 “General Mark W. Clark, USA, Ret,” The Citadel History, July 21, 2022, https://www.citadel.edu/citadel-his-
tory/presidents/general-mark-w-clark-usa-ret/.
Sandra Gibson, “The Code of Honor; Know It, Embrace It,” www.army.mil, March 8, 2013, https://www.
army.mil/article/98038/the_code_of_honor_know_it_embrace_it.
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I then believe that having honor is to put yourself beyond
the human instinct of complacency by living for the greater
good with a strong commitment to certain principles. To
make it simple, it is to do the right thing even though no one
watches you. An honorable man does not need to show off.

When others know that you do good things from your
own heart and mind, people will trust you more and will see
you as more reliable. In other words, having honor is holding
yourself to moral principles and being respectful to people
around you, to your organization, and to the society you live
in. This is the reason why every organization needs to have
regulations, visions, or values to follow to remind the members
that they are part of something great and that they should
be honored to work or live there.

Honor in the Military Profession

If we are to consider honor in the military profession, we
will discover that every military in the world associates itself
with honor. Although every legitimate career has some kind
of honor in its profession, military personnel are reminded of
this principle very regularly, implying that honor in the military
profession must have something unique.

The United States Army put the term honor as follows:
“Honor is a matter of carrying out, acting, and living the values
of respect, duty, loyalty, selfless service, integrity and personal
courage in everything you do.”6 This definition means that
honor is not limited to personal principles but also awareness
of our society on consequences of our actions, and what
good will happen to people surrounding us if we commit to
our principles. It is not just pride in wearing uniforms or in
possessing weapons, but also in holding ourselves reliable.
Therefore, military personnel must also be examples of being
public-minded: conducting themselves for society.

Moreover, the US Army has the Oath of the Enlistment
and the Oath of the Commissioned Officers, which are what US
military personnel must take before serving the nation. Both
oaths share a core message: “l will support and defend the

Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign

2 “General Mark W. Clark, USA, Ret,” The Citadel History, July 21, 2022, https://www.citadel.edu/citadel-his-
tory/presidents/general-mark-w-clark-usa-ret/.
Sandra Gibson, “The Code of Honor; Know It, Embrace It,” www.army.mil, March 8, 2013, https://www.
army.mil/article/98038/the_code_of_honor_know_it_embrace_it.

B e !ﬁ‘u'lﬁﬂ‘len
IRNA Gof MOUN b DU INYU - IUNYU b&oD

19/7/2566 BE 20:20



waztmdrezBasuluainsinazasindnisesgssuyy
fanann”® nslimanuuiivadfmdhisunsaiesiluns
Undassnwuagiiaungmnegeanvesusema virliondn
nnsluansgn gnueaindudnddyidnihliussmadsasd
asulngagatednau

Tuduwesnmsive iswihAueeiuaid “wnsuerdn
Aiiesd” deiidoulanuiFonfssAvesnmstegsieiu
2 Usennsvidn q Usemsusnie “em” hnthde Sensesemnu
Tngnszumaunanszidneg i daudinuuesdduidy
wszamnsansaaeEamiigadld ins1zudfazeananszns
uduseammstansey Ladouduiaieadeulafisnisnni
guanfesAlunasniin

and domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to the

same.” By taking an oath that dictates an honorable duty
to protect and promote the supreme law of the country, the
US military is therefore regarded among citizens as a core
component to preserve national sovereignty.

For the Thai military, we are familiar with the saying:
“Being in the military is an honorable act.” two things always
remind me about our honor. The first is the military “ranks”
in front of our names, which are honorably granted by His
Majesty the King. | regard this privilege as a priceless gift
because even though | will eventually retire from the military,
my rank will still be at the front of my name, reminding me

to live with honor for the rest of my life.

Oath of the Enlistment Ceremony58
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& Qath of Commissioned Officers, accessed May 18, 2023, https://www.army.mil/values/officers.html.
5 Qath of the Enlistment, accessed May 18, 2023, https://www.army.mil/values/oath.html.

8 Qath of Commissioned Officers.

7

“qu.” Yaivsnszvhdndufaunu deseibiaduna \iledlutunasinun,” Thai Post, January 18, 2022, https://

thaipost.net/general-news/67282/.
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Oath of the Commissioned Officers Ceremony69

The second reminder for me is the “Ceremony for Taking
the Oath of Allegiance to the Colors,” which every Thai sol-
dier must go through. To give readers who are or were in the
military a bit of reminiscence, | insert the texts of the Oath
here as follows:

“I, [state your rank and full name], do solemnly swear
that

I will die for the freedom and peace of the nation, that

I will secure the sacredness of the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand, that

I will preserve my integrity guided by the Religion, that

I will support and defend the Power of His Majesty the
King, that

I will obey my commanders and follow their orders firmly,
and command my subordinates with justice, that

I will never disseminate any classified information of the
Services.” 10

By contemplating each phrase within the Oath, we can
see that each part has a solid message, implying a great
responsibility for all of us in the military. To take this Oath
is to pledge our lifelong conduct before the sacred Colors.
Therefore, each part of the Oath is not to be simply committed

by any civilians as it signifies devotion to something such as

y Qath of Commissioned Officers, accessed May 18, 2023, https://www.army.mil/values/officers.html.
Oath of the Enlistment, accessed May 18, 2023, https://www.army.mil/values/oath.html.
QOath of Commissioned Officers.
“yu.” dafisnszvidndufaunu dessluaduna \ilodlufunesitun,” Thai Post, January 18, 2022, https:/
www.thaipost.net/general-news/67282/.
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to “die for the freedom and peace of the nation,” which is
beyond ordinary civilian life. This ceremony is therefore not
a ceremonial act, but it is an act of devotion for the survival
of the nation.
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Ceremony for Taking the Oath of
Allegiance to the Colors at CRMA

Honor in “Cadethood”

When I was a pre-cadet at AFAPS,11 | remmember a motto
above a battalion entrance that says: “The Road to Honor
is decorated with no Sweet Flowers,”12 which is part of
a poem written by King Rama VI. It was there (and it is still
therel) as if to remind all pre-cadets that the honorable path
of a military career is not to be walked along easily. There
will be challenges along the way to test us. | interpret those
challenges not only from human instinct (such as complacency
or selfishness) but also from the changing environment in our
society. These will prove if the pre-cadets stay committed to
the creed they have vowed to on theie early day of pre-cadets
or not.

Another common motto that our military likes to use is
“To Die on the Battlefield is an Honor of a Soldier; Death
is Better than Dereliction of Duty.”13 All cadets have mem-
orized this since AFAPS. If we want to interpret this motto in a
more 21st-century way, the word “battlefield” is not limited
to the one in conventional warfare anymore, but it includes
missions such as border security, disaster relief, transnational
organized crime prevention, and so on. These fatal missions
are what Thai military personnel continue to operate as we

volunteer to do so.

e See Footnote 2.
12
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Message above the Entrance of the 1st CO, 2nd BN, AFAPS

The latter part of the motto, “Death is Better than
Dereliction of Duty,” implies that all soldiers’ duty is legiti-
mately defined. The duty of Thai military personnel is included
in 2 primary documents as follows:

1. The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, 2017,
Article 52:

“The State shall protect and uphold the institution
of kingship, independence, sovereignty, integrity of the
territories and the areas over which Thailand has the
sovereignty rights, honour and interest of the Nation,
security of the State, and public order. For these purposes,
the State shall provide efficient military, diplomatic,
and intelligence services. Armed forces shall also be
deployed for the purpose of developing the country.” 14
2. Ministry of Defence Organizing Act, 2008, Article 8

describes the duty of the Ministry of Defence (which has the
Royal Thai Armed Forces as a component) as follows:

(1) to protect and uphold the independence and
security of the Kingdom from internal and external
threats, exterminate seditions and insurrections by
establishing and utilizing armed forces by the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Thailand or other related laws.

(2) to protect and uphold the institution of kingship,
along with supporting the institution’s mission.

(3) to protect and uphold the national interests and
the democratic regime of government with the King as
Head of State, develop the country for security, along
with supporting other missions to develop the country,
protect and resolve issues originating from disaster, and
provide citizen assistance.

(4) to study, research, and develop the Defence Industry
and Energy, Defence Science and Technology, Space
Affairs, and Information and Communication Technology.
All have the same purpose to support the missions of the
Ministry of Defence and to promote National Security.

(5) to conduct Military Operations Other than War for
the security of the Kingdom, or other operations IAW the
laws or the Cabinet Resolutions. 1>

TO BE CONTINUED

L The Secretariat of the Senate, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, 2017.
The Secretariat of the Senate, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, 2017.
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spill (Verb) = un, viliinn Reveal (Verb) = [Uaiug, [Wals
lid (Noun) = #1, e

publicly (Adverb) = agnaUaLNeADAIT T

Blow (Verb) = sz1Ua, WA, U

illegal (Adjective) = HaAngvaY, %qlaigﬂc%’aammgwma
secret (Noun) = AMUEY, ANUUNTUA

company (Noun) = U3%%, Aan13

evasion (Noun) = NSUAUNN, NSVENLALY

proverb (Noun) = gn1in (Ussleadu q Nllanuvuneideuvsedenadeaiuliva)

take something off (Phrasal verb) = 181880, nandN
wide (Adjective) = n314, gy

expose (Verb) = 1Uawe, [Wals

scandal (Noun) = mnugeam, Anutndene

public (Adjective) = @157150y, INBUNIFANTITUYY
threaten (Verb) = ‘g'L‘ﬁig, anany

tax (Noun) = N%

scheme (Noun) = WHUNT, bUUKNL
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