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The previous article analyzed
the dispute between Thailand
and Cambodia from a strategic
perspective. This is because tactical
victories on various battlefields will
be in vain if we cannot seize the
advantage to win the war at the strategic
level. Therefore, understanding the
overall picture, reducing biases to
analyze narratives, and observing
how different actors influence and
interweave helps to clarify the relationships between various
factors, leading to more precise and sustainable solutions to
the problems. The previous article thus guided readers to step
back and view the broader picture through three main issues:
understanding the battlefield environment to analyze true victory
(What?), the importance of this victory (Why?), and the approach
to achieving strategic victory (How?). If readers wish to explore
further details of this What? Why? and How?, they can refer back
to the previous article.

This knowledge concerning strategic analysis can be
cultivated by considering the five dimensions of Strategic Thinking,
which compris Ethical Thinking, Critical Thinking, Creative Thinking,
Systems Thinking, and Thinking in Time. Therefore, integrating
these thinking processes into problem-solving will allow one to
view issues more comprehensively and accurately.

Furthermore, strategic thinking is exceptionally important,
especially in the initial phase of understanding the environment
or context of a situation we face. However, it should be used
in conjunction with all phases of the problem-solving process,
similar to the principle of continuous supervision and refinement,
because the environment is always changing. Thus, understanding
the overall context to set clear goals is crucial.

GOy

#strategicperformanceofficial

These insights represent an integration of
knowledge, experiences, and lessons drawn from
Strategic Studies and Performance Psychology.
Readers can explore more through on various
social media and online platforms, where the
author curates content based on crystallized
insights—sharing techniques for developing
leadership, potential, and performance at the

11/1/2569 14:24:28



vamuaau I 99,80, (nna.yn)

mauawummﬂmaﬂ
\ievi Content utsiu
WwANANTNAILT Lead-
ership AneAIW tag
Fieak Performance
niluszduynna iy
w3auslnsENesAns
Balundniu deyasn
fnsaeaunININIe
waﬂmmwa‘lwmu
1@ defifiseload
wanduluusegndld
luFinuszdriuldegndissansanuasianugulunn 9 4@
LRaRl g

dmsuunemuatull Bassmflesnazaenenuazuaniasu
g8 umelanudidguanisuseyu JBC (Joint Boundary
Commission) wmummaﬂ TniamzUssiunsdsauuaau
LLazmsaﬂwmaﬂwmmﬂmEJ—ﬂm“vsm paen 798 Alawns Indwma
NIENUADUNUINVBINING LLawumﬂumjﬁdaﬁammlélﬂ%‘ausuaa
ireglsiesuslefufonnauiidudei

STRATE
PERFORMANCE

usegalsee ?
“ FAYAAUEVAFYNITINFINTIV
fanswFadnglaglvdovsy” - guy

ABMZAIINIBNTWALALIIN Joint Boundary Commission
- JBO) lawtureuliuseinalne waziuyyldimalulad LiDAR
(Light Detection and Ranging System) ﬂuuaa (@1435 9 N.8.
2568) LW@ﬁ’]ﬁ’Jﬁ]LLa”{jﬂ{]ULﬂJG}LLﬂui’JQJﬂuﬁlaE}@LLu’J 798 Alawms
2819UUEN miwaﬂmuumL{]mmmwaamawwwummamu
WUAnI5Y AIgANAIAnisIndeya LIDAR wmmwmmumm
uUWIﬂﬁLLNHWNWWﬁWﬁ?U 1:50,000 atulmifidney Frvuun
mMsfianuRuTiiiifianuuiugiiesnia LLJJﬂ’]iﬂ’li’Jﬁ]@’JEJ LiDAR
9z59957 usinszuaunsntunuauivansdunou JANTTEY
funaazmsansardniwawauling 20,000 vén N 9 50 AT
q@mmmﬂmnm
Vianue 1-2 U us
ﬁuﬁqiﬂizmm i
AULTIAIUUTLIA
WENWARAUT 42
i v e ozl | 09 47 USLIMUIU
\JT@I::l:":‘:::.hm::?:“ s ‘V]u’e']\‘]ﬂ’]u LLag‘ﬁ”]u

Srrnuiivhiaiulumnmineme 11 wén liud 7233 34 35

|
S R
humsa
— dwans |

"33

P 3 g ) -
whnimwndluivud win, (rongme) soom 20 Wit

3433 30 43 46 4T unz 23

e e T e SUADILSIPRUBY
o N aearrTTrss 00
e o LATINMYATIATT
e ke = (BBC News Thailand
2t 23 §1.A. 2568)

o

maawéﬁwﬁmmmm’mmmﬂsﬁmﬂiu‘laﬁﬁ ADANUAINNTS

wWszndlneuay ﬂuwmwmeumwmﬂuuwmu Tuwuy
ﬂ?ﬁuﬂ%’?LU‘IN]ENOE]‘NF]’W@QE]E]ﬂ’iﬂﬂ‘U’N‘W‘u'ﬂ mawmlﬂamm

uﬁﬁU%M’]Sﬁ]ﬂﬂ’]i‘é’]Nﬂu mmmLiﬁ]anamsuammmmwuusuu

agﬂymmwa%ua mﬂwmmimuammﬂswmuLLa ZNOIVIN
YasvianIlTEIA VIGD‘”EJ’EJZ.I?ULL‘LJ’JL‘UG]LL@‘HIM&WIW]MUWUUCMZJMaﬂ
’J‘V]‘EJ’Wﬁﬁﬁli ‘Vi']ﬂlﬂi‘Uﬂ’ﬁfJ@lli'U ﬂ'ﬁ“’U’J‘Uﬂ’]ﬁuﬁ]uﬁiNﬂ’ﬂﬁﬂiﬂLﬁ]‘u
mmumaamwwwmu SIN’EJ’H]LUNMUW’]Qﬁ’]ﬂEUﬁﬂ’ﬁEJG]ﬂ’J’m
‘ZJ@LLFNWFJG]LFJEJQJ’]EJTJU’WN LLau‘UwNamiam’suﬂuamqauﬂuamﬂm

LLlIﬂi""VNﬂ']iﬁi'NIﬂiﬂﬁi’NWUﬁ'lUVl’l\‘iﬂ'lEJﬂ’]WGl'lﬁJLL‘L!TUWEJLLWU

=% §§
A4

aw-c]-KCIXIIN - K- 91 -4.indd 25

oA Azl

individual, team, and even organizational levels. Moreover, the
shared information is supported by up-to-date research, enabling
readers to apply these valuable concepts effectively in daily life,
promoting both performance and well-being in all aspects.

For this article, the story | want to convey and share with
readers is the key substance of the outcomes from the most
recent JBC (Joint Boundary Commission) meeting, especially
regarding the issue of surveying and demarcating the entire
798-kilometer Thai-Cambodian boundary, how it impacts the
role of the military, and the means to gain an advantage.
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What’s Next?
The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting. ”
- Sun Tzu

The Joint Boundary Commission (JBC) has agreed for Thailand
and Cambodia to utilize advanced LIiDAR (Light Detection and
Ranging System) technology to accurately survey and demarcate
their entire 798-kilometer shared border (Siamrath 9 November
2025). This move is aimed at finally resolving a century-old
dispute, with the expectation that the high-precision LiDAR data
will lead to clear, new 1:50,000 scale map, replacing reliance on
older, less precise mapping. While the LiDAR survey itself is rapid,
the full five-step demarcation process, including the identification
and placement of over 20,000 new boundary markers every 50
meters, is projected to take 1-2 years. However, priority will be
given to the critical geographical area between boundary posts
42 and 47, specifically in the vicinity of Ban Nong Chan and Ban
Nong Ya Kaew, for the urgent survey and placement of temporary
markers (BBC News Thailand 23 October 2025).

A critical outcome of this technological approach is the
anticipation that both Thailand and Cambodia will experience
gains in some areas while also needing to withdraw from others,
potentially leading to jointly administered zones. The ultimate
success of this initiative hinges on the willingness of both
nations’ populations and militaries to accept these new, scientifically
determined boundaries. Should acceptance be achieved, this

process promises to
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The greatest victory is that

which requires no battle

SUN TZU

Means of Hybrid Warfare

This pivotal moment, where objective technology
meets deep-seated historical narratives, brings us
directly to the heart of a challenge far broader
than physical demarcation. In the Information Age,
Sun Tzu’s timeless wisdom takes on a new and
profound meaning. The battlefields of today are
not confined to physical borders; they extend into
the very thoughts and beliefs of our populace, our
neighbors, and the global community. Last month,
we spoke of defining victory not by meters of land,
but by the holistic security of our national interests,
and of mastering the OODA Loop (Observe — Orient
— Deude - Act Loop) through Strategic Communi-
cation. This month, we sharpen our focus on the
very core of this new reality: Cognitive Warfare,
where psychological effects from information drive
decision-making. This, truly, is the new center of gravity.

As of the Royal Thai Army (RTA), we operate within this
complex environment, where every action, every statement,
every silence is scrutinized and weaponized. The Joint Boundary
Commission (JBC) agreement with Cambodia is more than a
diplomatic document; it’s a living example of how our nation
navigates intricate security issues in the glare of intense scrutiny. It
is a testament to diplomacy, yet it remains a potential flashpoint
for narratives - both truthful and malicious - that can impact
public perception and, consequently, our operational freedom.

The Evolving Role of the RTA:
Beyond the Conventional Line
Modern soldier in the Information
e Age are no longer solely defined
O 5o by rifles. Our roles have expanded,
blurring the lines between what was
once considered purely conventional
warfare and the dynamic demands of
a hybrid threat environment.

Think of the conventional RTA:
the formidable guardian of our sover-
eignty, focused on decisive victory, a
clear symbol of power. This remains
a bedrock function. Yet, we increas-

ingly, find ourselves on the front lines of what some might call
“hybrid roles.”

Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief (HADR): From
floodwaters to distant earthquakes, our boots are on the
ground, not in combat, but in compassion. This builds trust, both
domestically and internationally, shaping perceptions of Thailand
as a responsible global citizen.

Development Missions: Infrastructure, education, public
health — our involvement in these critical areas strengthens
communities, especially in border regions, contributing to
long-term stability that conventional force alone cannot achieve.

Support for Governance: While maintaining strict political
neutrality, the military’s role in supporting national administration,
ensuring order and upholding democratic processes, indirectly
contributes to national resilience against internal and external
destabilization efforts.

These hybrid roles are not a distraction from our primary
duty; they are a strategic extension of it. They are critical instru-
ments in Cognitive Warfare, allowing us to shape the environment,
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build alliances, and pre-empt threats by winning hearts and
minds long before a shot is fired. They demonstrate Thailand’s
commitment to peace and prosperity, painting a narrative of
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responsibility and strength.

The Imperative: Preparedness and Narrative Leadership

However, let there be no doubt. No matter how expansive
our hybrid roles become and no matter how sophisticated our
information operations are, one truth remains immutable: we
must remain prepared to win. The RTA must maintain its lethality,
its discipline, and its readiness to deploy decisive force if and
when called upon. This is not a contradiction; it is the funda-
mental balance of power in the Information Age.

Our greatest challenge and our greatest opportunity, lie in
becoming the leaders of the narratives. We must tell our own
story, authentically and powerfully. When the JBC is debated,
when our presence in border regions is questioned, Or when
our exercises are, misinterpreted}we must proactively shape the
discourse. We must define the following:

The “Why”: Why we act. Why we uphold agreements. Why
we maintain our vigilance.

The “When”: When, and only when, force becomes a last
resort.

The “How”: How we apply force - justly, decisively, and
with unwavering commitment to restoring peace and stability.

COGNITIVE

In an era of Cognitive Warfare, the ultimate victory belongs
to those who can effectively communicate their purpose, demon-
strate their capability, and align their actions with their values. We
must not allow others to define us, to twist our intentions, or to
undermine our resolve. Our strength is not just in our battalions,
but in our truth, our transparency, and our ability to command
belief.

The RTA: Guardians of the Nation, Architects of Narrative

The JBC agreement, our HADR missions, our presence in
development -these are notisolated tasks. They are interconnected
threads in the grand tapestry of national security, all subject to
the relentless currents of Cognitive Warfare. Our readiness to
fight conventionally provides the credible deterrence that allows
our hybrid efforts to flourish. And our mastery of the narrative
ensures that the world understands our actions, respects our
intent, and recognizes our unwavering commitment to the peace
and prosperity for Thailand.
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Figure 1, Cognitive Warfare Conceptual Relationships'™
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This requires every soldier and every officer, to be more
than just a warrior. You are a communicator, a diplomat, a leader
in the cognitive domain. You are Strategic Performance in action,
shaping not just physical realities, but the very understanding of
our nation’s purpose and power.

Are we ready to not just win battles, but to win the war for our minds?
The answer must be a resounding, unified YES.
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Key Takeaways

To implement the insights from this article effectively, let’s
reflect on the context.

Declarative Knowledge (Why?): Why is it important?

Understanding that Cognitive Warfare has its center of
gravity in people’s perception of information allows us to adjust

the role of the military as a security provider and use resources
more effectively.

Procedural Knowledge (How?): How do we apply this
body of knowledge?

Analyzing the environment leads to an understanding of the
threats. When the threats are understood, the mission becomes
clear.

Conditional Knowledge (When?): Which timing or context
is appropriate for using this knowledge?

It is highly effective in analyzing various situations because
it emphasizes understanding of the bigger picture before
analyzing the smaller details. thus it enables the development
of a thinking process that is more contextually relevant.
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Mind precedes all mental states.

Mind is their chief; they are all mind-wrought.
If with an impure mind a person speaks or acts,

suffering follows him like

the wheel that follows the foot of the ox.
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provided for all visitors to prepare and g
of the military before entering the muse

Visitor Center: This information counte
the main entrance of the basement. It provides a
museum and various services and general information abo
Army Museum through free brochures or visitors can downloa
the museum application to view the map and informatio
online with QR Code. Both groups and individuals will be informed
in advance about the types and contents of each exhibition
room, rotating exhibitions, fun activities and special programs,
facilities provided, the schedule of short films, and guidelines
and instructions for viewing. There is a seating area with a bar
counter serving snacks and drinks for visitors.

Souvenir Shop: In addition to the brochures and pamphlets
distributed, some visitors may want to buy souvenirs from other
museums to keep as a memory of their visit. The souvenir shop
sells stationery and other items such as pens, notebooks, key
chains, hats, signs, postcards, military books, and other local
products. The shop is located near the main entrance, which
also serves as the main exit.
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Figure 12: Visitor Center and Souvenir Shop
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Figure 13: Rotating Exhibitions Area

Rotating Exhibitions: To attract visitors and meet their
special interests, rotating exhibitions have been developed to
meet these needs, following trends or interesting topics. For
example, King Naresuan the Great, the beloved monarch for
Thais’ people, fought against the Burmese army and declared
victory in the war and returned sovereignty to Thailand. His
determination and bravery were used as a form of exhibition to
honor his heroism. Visitors can learn about historical information
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Food and Beveragé Area: This food court offers a wide
variety of food at affordable prices and can accommodate up
to 120 visitors. Each shop is decorated in a modern classic Thai
style, with various types of military history images installed
and decorated to create an educational atmosphere. The food
center also serves as a meeting point for visitors and a place to
exchange ideas or experiences during the visit.

Restrooms: New restrooms have been built in sufficient
numbers to accommodate the large number of visitors to the
museum, both male and female. The toilets will be spacious,
clean, and meet hygiene standards, including toilets for the
elderly and disabled. The toilets will be located near the docu-
mentary screening room and the food center for the convenience
of visitors and near the stairs leading to the lower floor of the
museum building.

LWUNWA od WATlanWHavaIBnWeUATASAR
Figure 14: Cinematic Briefing Room
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Figure 16: lllustration of the New Large Lawn with Underground

Expected Outcomes and Benefits from the Development of the
New Museum Format

1. To increase the general public’s interest in the presen
tation of the museum

The development of the new museum format can stimulate
the general public’s interest in history and the military more
because the new exhibitions
with easy-to-access presentation
techniques cover all aspects of the
content. Visitors can easily interpret
them without complications.
Hence, those who do not have
basic knowledge about history and
the military can enjoy their visit
through interesting presentations
that provide both knowledge and
entertainment at the same time.
In addition, additional facilities
such as a visitor center, a food
court, and shops help complete
the experience and meet the
needs of visitors as a whole.

2. To create positive perceptions and interpretations
among museum visitors

Negative perceptions about the military’s political and
economic intervention will be reduced because the public
will have a better understanding of the military’s true role and
responsibilities. They will have the opportunity to receive accurate
information and participate in the exhibitions. The installation
of new innovative presentations can enhance the potential for
museum visitors to interpret by themselves and share ideas or
experiences with each other.

3. To reduce community constraints and promote visitor
participation

The development of a new underground area can help
vehicles access the museum area more conveniently because
public and private vehicles will be subject to security check-
points underground instead. Visitors to the museum will be
more convenient and will not hesitate to enter. The provision
of facilities under the lawn in front of the museum building is
a good opportunity for the museum to attract visitors to enjoy
the activities created.

4. To comply with the legal restrictions and regulations
of the Royal Thai Army

The development of the new underground area is in
accordance with the regulations of the Royal Thai Army and
complies with the contract on the conservation of the museum
building and the surrounding environment to remain as original
as possible. Therefore, the development project does not affect
the change of the site and the overall landscape. In fact, it helps
to maintain the architectural characteristics and significance of
the museum.

5. To enhance the self-sustainability of the museum

The development of underground facilities allows the
museum to sell products and services directly to visitors. The
museum will earn income from the sale of souvenirs and income
from the sale of food and beverages at the food court, as well
as income from renting out various food stalls. These additional
incomes can help the Royal Thai Army Museum develop and
improve the necessary parts of the museum in addition to the
main budget support from the military and the government.

6. To stimulate financial support and cooperation from
government and private organizations

The development of additional presentation formats and
facilities can stimulate the number of visitors and is a good
opportunity for the museum to attract other government and
private organizations to provide financial support for the develop
ment of the museum. In addition to the main support from the
military and the government. This army museum can also form
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alliances with other agencies such as the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT), the Fine Arts Department, the Southeast Asian
Regional Centre for Archaeology and Fine Arts (SEAMEO-SPAFA),
the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS),
local schools and universities, and local people to support the
Royal Thai Army Museum.

7. To preserve the significance of the Royal Thai Army
Museum

The current problem of the museum is that there is no
parking space to accommodate a large number of vehicles.
Therefore, the area in front of the museum building and the
flagpole have been used as temporary parking until now. The
construction of an underground parking lot under the existing
lawn can be a solution to the parking problem within the Royal
Thai Army Headquarters. Creating necessary facilities underground
to accommodate visitors is also an appropriate idea to preserve
the significance and identity of the place authentically. At the
same time, these accommodations have fulfilled knowledge,
motivate, and entertain all visitors as well.

8. To develop the museum into a learning resource for
the Royal Thai Army for all visitors

The development of innovative presentation and additional
facilities gives the museum a good potential to convey important
information about the history of the army, its roles, and respon-
sibilities to museumgoers of all ages. Visitors are stimulated to
learn and interpret things in a more appropriate and sensible way
throughout the exhibition. They were entertained through the fun
multimedia presentation and interactive programs. Considering
the current location of the museum in the heart of the capital
city of Bangkok, the museum can be developed into a source
of learning and studying military history for all people.

8. To represent the forward plan of the new museum
model to the Royal Thai Army

The policy and forward plan for the development of a
new model of the Royal Thai Army Museum, including the new
museum management system and the underground facilities
development project as presented by the author of the article,
has been pushed policy for the Royal Thai Army to consider the
importance of development and improvement. There is support
in terms of funding and resources so that the project can be put
into practice and benefit the Royal Thai Army Museum and lead
to a positive image of the Royal Thai Army as a whole.
Summary and Suggestions for New Management Models of
Military Museums

“If anyone wants to know the civilization of each country,
just go to that museum and you will know the whole story.”
This idea is true because museums are places where national
treasures, documents, and archives are kept, where people can
experience history. Similarly, military museums are places for
the nation’s people to remember how the nation was fought in
various battlefields through the eyes of witnesses or survivors
of those battlefields. The Army Museum faces space limitations
because the building is part of the Army Headquarters, which is
the country’s main military base and is a restricted area with high
security. Therefore, the general public’s access to the museum
is quite limited. They must notify the purpose of their visit and
must first obtain permission from the military unit. Although the
museum has tried to increase public interest and participation,
the current exhibitions are rather static and not very effective
in communicating or presenting information, led to incomplete
interpretations or misinformation among visitors. The museum
also lacks financial support to improve the format of its displays
and exhibitions to make them more attractive, and necessary
facilities are insufficient, such as a visitor center, a movie theater,
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and a rotating exhibition area to meet the needs of visitors to
these museums.

The new role of museums is to encourage visitors to be
active and engaged rather than passive recipients as they have
been in the past. In doing so, many museum experts have
indicated that static displays and exhibitions can be equipped
with innovative multimedia and interactive programs to educate
and entertain all visitors. If implemented effectively, museums
can be leading sources of historical and military learning that
capture the hearts of visitors and instill a sense of pride and a
sense of belonging in the nation’s history. This article proposes
a new management model of the Royal Thai Army Museum to
manage the organization independently and with full
' decision-making power, whereby the Military
History Division will have 6 new divisions
to enable the Military History Division to
control sub-departments with special
expertise in their fields. In addition, the
author emphasizes the establishment
of new museum policies for successful
management, such as the policy of public
awareness of museum value, the policy of

exhibition and technical display, the policy of staff
training, the policy of public relations and sales promotion, the
policy of fundraising and financial support, the policy of museum
facilities management, and the policy of visitor management.

The Forward Plan for the Development of the New Royal
Thai Army Museum has been developed to serve as a guideline
for management, aiming to improve the content of displays and
exhibitions to be more accessible, interpretable, and entertaining
to visitors. Although there are many possible options for the new
development plan of the museum; however, this article proposes
an underground facility development project as one of the im-
portant options that is in line with existing military regulations
and contexts. The advantage of such a development is that the
museum can maintain its architectural identity and historical
significance in the long term. Meanwhile, providing additional
necessary facilities can lead to the success of the museum
management, as these meet the basic needs and enhance the
learning experience for all visitors, and the result leads to an
increase in the number of visitors to the Army Museum.

This article aims to allow those interested in military
museums to develop ideas and overcome various limitations.
The author proposes possibilities for developing the Army
Museum in the future and demonstrates the potential of military
museums that can be further developed into life-long learning
hubs (life-long edutainment) and become one of the popular
tourist attractions for both local and foreign audiences.
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EntesinggthepRitualiStateN(EkhaoPkhams)

e a . O y/
the high risk of wild elephant pture , th _
out to capture them for each occasio §
a herd of wild elephants must be mindfi
skilled, and morale-driven. The strict dﬁlp
stipulated are focused on boosting morale, coura!ql
and determination, preventing anxiety and worry.
These rules and regulations, in the local dialect, are
known as “Khao Kham” (entering the ritual state).
Anyone who violates these rules is known as “breaking
the ritual” (Kam taek) which can be life-threatening.
The elephant catcher must first bid farewell to
their families before entering the ritual because it
requires that the man maintain his “chastity” until
the elephant catching is complete. During the journey,
if the man goes to a village, he is prohibited from
sleeping in another person’s house. He must light a
fire and sleep on the ground. He is also prohibited
from wearing fancy clothing and must abstain from all
perfumes, such as powder, scented water, or various
cosmetics. His wife at home must also strictly adhere to this practice,
believing that the harmful offenses may be linked to each other.

Other beliefs also exist, for example, the wives must break firewood
with their knees and not step on it with their feet. A stranger must never
be welcomed into the house. The house must be thoroughly swept
and cleaned. All tools and equipment must be stored inside the house.
Leaving them under the house will break the ritual. Sleeping must
be done on the floorboards. Mats must never be used as a mattress.
Furthermore, they must not go out singing, dancing, or otherwise.di'sp'lay !
joyful behavior. (His Royal Highness Prince Damrong Rajanubhab’s',-wg,rk_
“Nithan Borankhadee” (Tales of Archaeology) also mentions the “entering
karma” of the elephant-capturing people. Upon entering the forest, they
must mark boundaries to prohibit others from entering the area wher
ritual to capture an elephant is performed.)
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heard. The method involves catching elephants using a ";n :

tree, each tree about 20-30 wa long (1 wa is equal to b s.). The
rattan is soaked in water and twisted into a strong spiral. Aﬁeiaptu‘é

an elephant shelter is set up at Khlong Hua Na, west of Wat Ki'gdan

Pa Kha, and Ban Nong Khamot (Wat Suthep Charoentham), where peop

can monitor and inspect the elephants that have been sheathed
(in the area of Ban Tak Daed) to ensure they are still alive and well. He
also described characteristics of auspicious elephants, including spotted
feet, a flower-shaped tail, a cloth-draped head, a Bodhi leaf-like face,
and large, hanging ears. (These seven auspicious characteristics apply to
elephants of both sexes. Male elephants are called “Chang phlai” and
female elephants “Khanai”. Female elephants’ tusks are not typically
called tusks, but rather “khanai” (six feet), as they are short enough to
cover the elephant’s mouth, no more than a cubit long.)
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