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In the past, prisons and correctional institutions throughout the country faced the widespread scepticism
about drugs and illegal items behind bars. Because of this, Thailand’s Department of Corrections was
perceived negatively by Thai society. On top of that, Thai prison was stigmatised as the ‘School of Criminals’,
or a place for drugs network and large drug market, while prison officers did not receive trust in performing
correctional work. Nevertheless, after General Paiboon Koomchaya, the Minister of Justice took the position
on 30th August 2014, he declared the urgent policy on fighting against drugs and contraband smuggled
into prisons. His team led by General Tiwaporn Chanapanao, together with the Director General and the
Deputy Director General of Thailand’s Department of Corrections have worked very hard to implement the
policy. It is found that this crisis has been relieved as there was a clear direction and effective processes
under the policy called ‘Five Steps in Changing the Thai Corrections’.

In order to publicise the determined efforts and hard work of Thailand’s Department of Corrections, and to
seek public acceptance by enhancing their understanding in Thai corrections agency, this article aims at
collecting and summarising all 5 changes taken place between 1 October 2015 - 29 February 2016 (in both
Thai and English versions). It is expected that this publication will be highly beneficial for people and other
agencies interested in the Thai correctional services.
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Thailand’s Department of Corrections has pursued
the policy actively to deal with drugs and mobile
phones smuggled into correctional facilities by
focusing on three major areas: prevention of drugs
and mobile phones smuggling into prisons; sup-
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and mobile phones into prisons, especially by get-
ting rid of people behind bars involved with drugs
and mobile phones, both inmates and prison staff.
Throughout the year, the DOC has worked very
hard to achieve the effective results. This measure
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is the first step to change the Thai corrections in a
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The Department of Corrections has been perform-
ing the policy under the Minister of Justice with the
slogan ‘Rigid discipline, cleanliness and tidiness in
every square inch of prisons’. To achieve the goal,
nine measures have been defined as follows:

1) Inmates are not allowed to take their per-
sonal belongings to the dormitory.

2) Inmates are not allowed to leave any be-
longings in the fagtory workshop.

3) All inmates’ belongings must be stored in
the lockers provided.

4) Prison authority must provide all inmates
with personal lockers.

5) The lockers must be attached by the up-
to-date prisoners’ names, photos and IDs.

6) Each prisoner can possess only 5 pieces
of clothes.

7) Inmates are not permitted to have their
personal electric thermo pots, rice cookers or
other electrical appliances.

8) A good state of cleanliness and tidiness
is the top priority.

9) Stop selling fresh and raw food for cooking

to inmates.
After implementing the policy, it is found that many
correctional institutions could impose all nine mea-
sures, but due to the prison design limitation, some
prisons are unable to. However, the Department of
Corrections is solving these problems to succeed
the policy.
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The Department of Corrections believes that strengthening the order and discipline of prisoners enhance the
ability to adapt themselves to live in the wider society and they will not recommit crimes after release.
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The/Department of Corrections held the ‘2015 Marching Competition for Prisoners’ with the primary purpose
of reinforcing the discipline of prisoners. More importantly, the competition was a part of the series of activi-
ties marking the centenary of the establishment of Thailand’s Department of Corrections on 13th October
2015. There were 131 prisons and correctional institutions taking part in the competition. It is expected that
this competition will be held every year.
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Thai DOC and the Willpower Institute have launched the project called ‘Sakkasa-Samathi (means the medita-
tion which is the pathway to heaven) for prisoners to practise meditation while serving their time in prisons.
The programme is developed from the teaching of Phra Dhammongkolyarn (Luangphor Viriyang Sirintharo),
abbot of Wat Dhammamongkol and the chairman of Willpower Institute Luangphor Viriyang Sirintharo Founda-
tion. It is hoped that the prisoners attending the programme will be able to enhance the strength of their
mental power and learn how to control the negative feelings.

After finishing the programme, it was clearly seen that the participants tended to be calmer, more polite, more
patient, and more optimistic. Many of them still continued doing meditation every day, in the morning and in
the night. Also, they would like to introduce the meditation programme to their families, relatives and friends
to learn the similar meditation programme.
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The success of prisoners’ reintegration depends on
the public perception and the acceptance among
people in Thai society. The ex-prisoners and re-
leased inmates deserve to get the second chance
to return to their communities as the decent citizens.
The Thailand’s Department of Corrections has imple-
mented many projects and campaigns to support
their reintegration which should be widely publicised
via various media channels. In addition, the directors
of prisons and correctional institutions must do ‘the
Hall of Fame’ to keep the memory of all the success-
ful stories in their prisons.
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Typhoon jets are

The Typhoons escort the from RAF Lossie

Russian bombers south
over the Atlantic Ocean

—

(1)
Two Tu-160 Blackjack bombers

depart from Olengorsk, in the
Kola Peninsula, and head west

!

Ioooe 4

UK Air Defence Region
Usual route for Russian plz

scrambled | oute Russian bombers to
mouth to . e e s

intercept the bombers

near British airspace

™ The bombers head
. | east past Gibraltar
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They fire their missiles from
the Mediterranean sea before
flying over the target, Idlib,
to confirm the strike
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. THE WORLD DEFENCE ALMANAC 2015, P. 248-249.

la. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/16th_Division_(Syrian_rebel_group)
en. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/13th_Division_(Syrian_rebel_group)
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. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4th_Armoured_Division_(Syrian)
. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrian_civil_war
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. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrain_Army
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