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They Said We Were Brainwashed

October 21, 2016 Kalyakorn

How can we love someone we had
never met personally?

How can we... even revere him?

We were brainwashed, someone said.

Thailand is not a democratic country so
we never knew otherwise, others commented.

Some, seeing us cry, even compared
us to North Korea.

The strict Lese Majeste law, or as Thais
know it as Law 112, forbids us from criticizing
the royal family; Therefore, as many explained,
we never really knew the truth or questioned
our respect for the family.

Let me ask you some very simple ques-
tions.

Have you heard about Abraham Lincoln
and his legacy? Do you respect him?

What about Nelson Mandela or Mahat-
ma Gandhi?

Did you understand when the people
wept for their deaths?

No, our King did not have to fight to
free his race to have the same right as others
in the society. But yes, he did fight, very hard,
to free his people from starvation and poverty.

Though in different contexts, it is the

same concept.

| say it because | care,
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they said

we were brainwashed A1 AasANREeulsranlulsaBauling
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My name is Kalyakorn. I'm 33 years old,
born and raised in Thailand. | consider myself
a bilingual, spending my elementary years
in a regular Thai school, then entered an inter-
national school for middle and high school
diplomas. As a bilingual, who has deep interest
in history, it's fortunate that I'm able to access
information and historical records in both Thai
and English. In fact, my passion lead me to
study the history of other civilisations, empires,
and kingdoms even before | developed an
interest in Thai history.

The four years in a Thai university made
me realize how little | knew of my own country.
Traveling to different places, mostly to rural
areas, riding buses, sleeping in temples,
eating non-luxurious meals, such as crispy
cow skin with sticky rice, allowed me to see
this country in a different light.

So, | started to look deeper into my
home country. It was around the same time
that | started to travel to our neighbouring
countries. This made me realize that although
we share very similar cultures and went through
many similar events throughout the history,
seeing the different outcomes of those chal-
lenging times between Thailand and other
countries, | felt deep appreciation for whom

had built this country to where it is now.
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Yet, | learned that our past is not as
glorious as some tried to paint it to be. | learned
that through difficult conditions and under
threats, the country was rushed into great ref-
ormation, under King Chulalongkorn’s lead, to
try to survive during the time Western countries

were hunting for new colonies in Asia.

Studying from both English and Thai

references, | saw there were a lot more dimen-
sions to the stories I'd heard since | was a NIANENITEIT1ANTRNN BN HUAY
. ° Yo @ aad=l £ X =
child. ﬂ'\‘]ﬁfﬂ‘ﬂﬂ V]’]SL‘MQNWIHNmm@ﬂ"ﬁﬂmuiuﬁ@ﬂ?’]q
| learned that democracy was such a i wnuneaelASuAawLAnausain
sweet and trendy ideology, but was forced : FulaFauidndszansilaaiugauas
upon Thais, through a coup, when its people  MMnunanuazd@ug wrndugnedndeanliau
were not ready as they were never educated : 1‘1/1ﬂ@f;iqqéuwa"utzimmiﬂﬁf?ﬁﬁ*gﬁixm@1um®u

to understand what democracy really meant. Arudslanioy LL@:MLﬂHWﬁ"‘}Jﬂ'}?ﬁﬂﬂ’lﬁgﬂ
| learned that many royal family mem- Foataazidinladn Uszmsillae Anesls

bers had to flee the country or they would FULAAUNLAIINATIZT WIZUTNIIAY

risk being put in jail. L aANANENIYeABesUlaenanisving e
| learned, from comparing the history of L'Eﬁ"mmﬁ@Lﬁuﬁ%gﬂﬁu%mﬂmﬂuﬂ@zmﬂ"lmﬂ

my country to that of other countries, that how dudalmiuaanasedunsilFauiey

King Ananda, and his brother, King Bhumibol, futlseARANaRSIFAY NIRRT D

came to the throne may be unconventional. FFINaT o waz 5187 o v, Tl deq

Prince Ananda was a young boy with Unm

royal blood, living in Switzerland with his small 507 @ vviwThigenszaad gty
family. His mother was a commoner and his : \finun vinuld@3medi19Faudianglutlszime
father, who was a prince, had passed away. But adnimeiuauAnuAsaLATIAN 7 uivesinuiy
as a grandson of King Chulalongkorn, he was : AUS791AN WeravinutTuTenszaediiuie
pushed by the then government to rule Siam, T1ugn vimmqgﬂ’ivgmaluqﬂﬁumL%tﬁw.flu
now known as Thailand, believing he would : n¥saeilnasastlszing AEudIInUNAEALAN
be easily controlled as a young king. When he N LA Ne i evi AL A
grew up, he started to realize that there was ImsdunsstuR A szt fiinnanendinis
more to his job than being a puppet. So, he : flunAYWEA YINuAS éuv‘iwqu’luﬁmzﬂﬁm?ﬁ
started to really work as a king even during a 439 7 uffazifugasinandu 7 Tuszndenisnay
short visit to his country. wifaszindlng
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Able to solve long existed conflict be-
tween Thais and Thai-Chinese community,
King Ananda started to win people’s heart.
Then, he was assassinated, a few days before
he would return to his study.

After his death, the throne was then
succeeded by his brother, King Bhumibol.

It was not an easy job.

It was probably the job King Bhumi-
bol had never asked for.

This was the job that was forced upon
him, at a very dangerous time.

But he accepted it.

It's the truth every Thai knows. Although
we don't really want to talk about it, we know.
| find it odd, though, that foreign press who
love to glorify King Bhumibol’s reign, had
never mentioned this.

So, | learned that through those difficult
circumstances, where the monarchy was at its
weakest, emerged a king who worked very
hard, won over the hearts of his people, and
eventually strengthened the monarchy.

Amid unstable political conflicts, he was
the only figure that showed, through his ac-
tions, his genuine care for this country.

| once heard, “A king is not a real king
without support from the people.”

King Bhumibol gained righteous power
through the love of his people.

We trusted him and so we listened

to him.
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This has nothing to do with Lese Majeste,
though many like to fancy the idea of the au-
thority power pressing down people with laws
that suppress human rights, just because it fits
the stereotype of how a third-world country is
supposed to be.

If | tell you that royal families have no
real power in legalizing any laws....

If 1 tell you that the King’s power was
suppressed under a constitution since the
coup that forced democracy to this country....

If I tell you that we have a legitimate
system to draft a law, which would then be
proposed to senators, and so on and so forth,
which usually takes months or even years....

If I tell you that most Lese Mejeste trials
were played as a part of political games, many.
to create social tension for different purposes
at different times for the benefits of some
groups....

Would you believe me?

It's not as fun, | know, but it’s true.

And that’s ok. | understand if you don’t
understand.

But how can you respect Lincoln, be
inspired by Mandela, or be saddened when
Gandhi passed away? How could you side
with Aung San Suu Kyi or choose to believe
Dalai Lama’s words?

Most of you have never met any of them
personally; Yet you believe when people loved
them and respected them. Because you saw
what they did, through pictures and videos and

interviews and stories others told you.
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So why is it hard to believe that our love
for him derived from his goodness?

Just because he’s a king? In a country
with Lese Majeste law?

The traces of King Bhumibol’'s hard work
are still very apparent before our eyes.

You can look up the evidences from
various sources and from different sides of the
time communism spread to this region and
threatened to infiltrate Thailand, how we sur-
vived as the only democratic country, though
with a king as the head of the state.

You can go up to the mountains and ask
tribal villagers, whom neglected by Thai gov-
ernment, why they hang the king's images in
every house. Or you can go to the rural areas
around the country, where water were once
inaccessible by the locals, and ask them how
the irrigation system was brought to them or

how the artificial rain project had helped them.
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For me personally, | had witnessed live
on TV once when | was very young, on the day
everybody was offering their wishes to the
King to celebrate his birthday. Instead of en-
joying the delight of being loved and given
good wills by his people, he used that oppor-
tunity to ask the government officers of the
water situation and explain the ‘monkey-cheek’
theory, a plan he developed to help save wa-
ter and prevent flood, while illustrating on the
map he had prepared. That was the day | got
to see my king working right before my eyes.

The assumption that the love we have
for our king is purely because we are under-
educated and the failure to recognize his ac-
complishments, because you're stuck with his
title, is superficial and pure ignorance in truths
and dimensions of people and society of
other cultures.

But that’s ok.
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I’'m not writing all this to beg you to love
whom we love or even to respect him.

| understand if you do not understand
our loyalty to him.

What I'm asking for is very simple: let
us grieve.

You would see us cry. You would see
us try to do things we believe are ways to
repay his love and his hard work for us. You
may not understand any of this and that’s ok.
But, please, let us grieve. Be respectful to our
loss.

If you don’t understand the concept of
how losing our beloved King could be so pain-

ful, at least, | believe, you would be able to
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understand the pain of losing someone you
genuinely love and respect; Can you?

It's not too difficult, is it?

Your life will carry on as usual, even
when you don’t talk about us. But our lives...
our lives have changed and our hearts bro-
kened.

Let us grieve, let us mourn, and let us
do what we want to do. Stop attacking us, at
least not at this time of mourning. Be respect-

ful to this great loss.

Sincerely Yours,
Kalyakorn Naksompop
20 Oct 2016
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Tuq e 3 aunn AN ang 1 Hnus

ey eneg Nanigelin1gamasy occo
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EATTERI BIE M L R AT G TR DI
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o o A oy
AR IEaTINUNN he LN lHANNITENTRIARN
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dszsnufluguigefiazi@esnisldAagn “chair-
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dsrlemiranguarinFaunimn anqaivauls
#9UNAINTAY PBS NEWSHOUR w1 ldianu
ARANIINTRITR991 He, she, they ? Why it's time
to leave this grammar rule behind 1agl Steve
Gardiner 1T8ulle ne BIMAN mEde Hiag
Gardiner ilunzdauntmaangedaandanaluy
NafgNaUAINT me T lna1FARANdan
1217392 LT AT UNEEIAINAN IS 120
A81NAZAANITZNINBIBILINA TN A
sasalngianizlugauninaanuliansal
UszlAui Gardiner MELENTWNNNNLOAITWUN
aulawdagasuntmdennerateviiuenalaild
nARNIIzANATWlUNT1E Gardiner il
1ls21AuTe9 singular use of “they” DauLl30
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dnidaulunaneuidu Shakespeare waz Chau-
cer wazanuanerauldAdn “they” 1l singular
NNUUNUIBUALTWIRYN 1IN NN T TuRaan
o “ d . a
ANTIEN wo Daldudesdalognnsad (ud
£ o 1 al £ 1 ?:/ aa o
Wnladuetnefudadnneiuiddmunnisly
.4 o
puntaatkaznslasunlawmsdeaunali
- " Yo dy o by
Aaanudasuudaslunisldaimunldinzuls
e UsziauinsdinguannAiassnuny
lnnadaeunARdunaie (singular gender-
neutral pronoun) ﬁuﬂuﬂmmm\mwﬁﬁmqm
gnsnagedselam “Every student should do
the best they can.” Uszlaaiid sy Gardiner
wnnedainlagnanl wiawldnimdanguadou
Ieyazlaiiinudniin inarznisldiwilldiuandu
wardlidwdugaslsnalddnazifludilsena
\ = = d' 2
119 Jin13Ane dszlaanmqsazidupe “Every
student should do the best he can.” or “Every
student should do the best she can.” @324
dl 3 M v 1 d’l %
nAassenaqll A duym el d1aeenne
14A191 “he” g1z masculine form azATALIARN
Taniuag wrlussazsonnfauBuiuniaim
WNENAUNNINA (gender equity) LATHANNNT
Tun1suanasen I EILaENg AnsIuanallang
nnyAnananlangumiia (political correctness)
“he” Nnenanedis “he or she” or “he/she” L6
nsldlaseairaduiinnniasyinligawmiles
] dl v £ 4 U

e Wagldniwdesnislidszlaalunm
& & U = dl 13 ” 1 ”
i1 gender-neutral FAIUANLALN “he” or “she
nadannldlangainald “they” Miflu gender-
neutral pronoun LLﬁiLﬂuwm‘W@ﬁ (plural) Gar-
diner flal@nanadnimenalasudszanuliidu
WHW@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ “All students should do the best

they can.” Uselaafazgnlagnnsalusieniazly
Wmmﬂﬂ'wﬁlmﬂmﬂwwmm wRaiToymnAa
azls fympelunimdenguladl a gender-
neutral singular pronoun 1U19AUE1aaziind
0w it ARanuldldiudnsuazdedlals
duiuau wantaaviiudasnidulunagld «it”
AuLinnasn ﬁumwLﬂume:fh@mﬁT\iﬁmm
LWATB9N19N Gardiner NAN9NEAWIUAIANT
ANAauTn lunnsmssutniaA NN AR N
mamAnslaldn A dnsiiani 2154 e u e
fegwmaslaennsnd vanedifsnusnfsnuaus
wuzAANLARTldRARa1n n1uaanannIg
wikafAeluilaaudaulunlalédutymn Geq
singular-plural agreement AwinudInglunis
U liaeuliuas “they” luilaqmudluld
¥4 singular WAy plural Favhulsloainanilios
E’Tuﬁ%gﬂﬁm%\mm nsld “they” \luanwal
Alaimmdnaelilfs American Dialect Society &
2RNAENNNATINTIE “they” 1wannasllalld
Feaipdadunisnensidinimniinisdde
LL‘ﬂ@\‘lﬁl@'ﬂmL’J@’]Tmﬂﬁ?ﬁlx‘mﬁ‘;‘iﬁu@’mﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ@’]ﬂﬁa
unsiiisuiuidewe siinsdnn

Reference : PBS NEWSHOUR, He, she, they? Why it's
time to leave this grammar rule behind by Steve Gardiner,
24 August 2016
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a a v = d‘ o o A
2IN1sRtuATHE TN N 0 TeaNd1ATy P
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nign Paroxysmal Positional Vertigo: BPPV )
A T I
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AeuAswziiy 4 wne q Telarmglaneglugou
gaeyduly Tngennisdoud seeinumgusn
Fuiusiunawaaurinmeesdse eaiinu 14
TuAuang mo-ao 1 (Wuluglugjuinndusin)
wazwuluwwAnisunnawagn e luans a9
0.8 1 o haziinwtluaugeany (a1g o T
1) snifanansnifinluyieaadndlfulszano
fpuar o& uazenanusaniulsalonfoney
Tanauls

AR Unineluyduluzes dedunz
muamﬁlmﬁumimﬂﬁq (utricle, saccule,
semicircular canal) ka=n17LATY (cochlea) A4
AN ”LumfmzmuquLﬁ'mﬁum?mqﬁqﬁmﬂﬂu
aujulnanindeulunldlnglivgn defing
wdeulvnaesAstzazinlimznewiugudna s
\aewillunlu semicircular canal dednyounou
VLﬂfTaizuuﬂizmmdquﬂmqLﬁ@i”ui’mim?i@u
Tunaasfisrs uazdlefanvlinenauiugud
nanaugaaznszAuliiiaeIN1sREUATHE LU
ﬁmmu'%umiﬁ’f T AnAILAeNAL T
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l?a:'mﬁ o One Chinese person walks
into a bar in America late one night and he
saw Steven Spielberg. As he was a great fan
of his movies, he rushes over to him, and asks
for his autograph. Instead, Spielberg gives
him a slap and says ‘You Chinese people
bombed our Pearl Harbor, get out of here.’
The astonished Chinese man replied ‘It was
not the Chinese who bombed your Pearl
Harbor, it was the Japanese.” ‘Chinese,

Japanese, Taiwanese, you're all the same.’

replied Spielberg. In return, the Chinese gives
Spielberg a slap and says ‘You sank the
Titanic; my fore fathers were on that ship.’
Shocked, Spielberg replies * It was the iceberg
that sank the ship, not me.” The Chinese
replies, ‘lceberg, Spielberg, Carlsberg, you're
all the same.” > (This particular joke won an
award for the best joke in a competition in
Britain)
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